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	About the Course 

	M. Sc. Virology is a viral disease super specialized degree program at National Institute of Virology (NIV), Pune. The course is conducted under the aegis of Institute of Bioinformatics and Biotechnology, University of Pune. NIV boast to have the best infrastructure for training in viral diseases. NIV has been introducing Internal Quality Assurance program that will facilitate induction of good practices in education. The special features of the course are as follows: 

Modern education system to tap best employment opportunities.
· M. Sc. Virology is a credit system course. The credit system allows frequent student-faculty contact in and out of classroom.
· The course advisor interacts with students to keep the course up-to-date so that the students get the best employment opportunities after completing the course. 

· Course coordinators encourage students to think about their own research ideas and help them to shape their future plans. 

· Course coordinators and course managers are always available to students for interaction on academic and administrative difficulties respectively. 

Collaboration and cooperation in learning experiences. 

· Cooperative learning: Students of this course have varied academic background yet they are never isolated. The students get socialized, form their interdisciplinary group, share knowledge and interact on varied issues. 

· Problem based learning: Students manage M. Sc. Virology labs. In addition to Jayakar library of Pune University , NIV library has special drive to cater the requirements of students. NIV library has inter-library loan facility that is extended to the students. Several online learning resources and Internet facility is made available to them. Availability of plenty of resources coupled with the teamwork enhances their involvement in learning. They discuss on current problems and try to develop solutions. 

· Project based learning: Students work on project and additional conceptual support is provided through the Journal club and institutional seminars. Thus students walk on many roads of learning. They also learn time management and develop other managerial skills. 

Active learning by actual practicing. 
· Having obtained facilitation from experts from different disciplines, industries and professional bodies, students learn the concept, gain knowledge and develop skills on their own. 

· The expert facilitators also help students in their research, exploration and technology development projects. 

· Surprise tests let prompt feedback on what they have learnt. Students are given accommodation on campus that sanctions them to do day and night efforts to practice, reflect on what they have learnt, and get the best results.
· Students are provided all the plans of facilitation and learning material in advance so that they are enlightened during facilitation session. 

 


