CAT Exam Syllabus



The CAT exam will have only two sections instead of three.

1. Quantitative Ability & Data Interpretation;

2. Verbal Ability & Logical Reasoning

· Verbal ability and reasoning 

Verbal ability and reasoning accounts for half of the verbal section.

A typical 50 marks section of verbal comprises Verbal ability and reasoning section and the Reading Comprehension section. Verbal ability accounts for about 25 to 30 marks questions in the verbal section and the remaining 20 to 25 marks questions are Reading comprehension questions.

The questions that typically appear in the verbal section can be classified in one of the following types

1. Vocabulary Based 

2. English Usage / Grammar
3. Verbal Reasoning
· Reading Comprehension
Reading Comprehension accounts for a third to a half of the verbal section in CAT
A typical 100 marks section of verbal comprises Verbal ability and reasoning section and the Reading Comprehension section. Verbal ability accounts for about 40 to 60 marks questions in the verbal section and the remaining 60 to 40 marks questions are Reading comprehension questions.

Reading Comprehension questions come in groups of four to eight questions, and are based on reading passages that range from 250 to 750 words in length.

CRACKING THE SYSTEM 
To be able to perform well in these types of questions you need to: 

1. Read quickly in a way that will allow you to understand the main idea of the passage

2. Eliminate answer choices that could not possibly be correct

3. Take advantage of outside knowledge

4. Take advantage of inside information (the answer that is generally correct in exams like CAT), and 

5. Find answers in some cases without reading the passage.

BASIC PASSAGE TYPES
Passages that you will find in the CAT exam can be broadly classified into one of the following types.

6. The social science passage 

This usually concerns a social or historical issue. You might see a passage about world population control or the history of the rise to power of a clan in medieval India.

7. The science passage 

This might describe a scientific phenomenon, such as aviation, super conductivity or plate tectonics. 

8. The business passage 

This usually discusses a business-related topic. For example, you might see a passage about the privatization of state-owned industries, pricing of options and futures or the causes of inflation.

9. The entertainment passage 

This usually discusses a topic related to entertainment, sports, leisure. The passage could be on a topic such as the lifestyles of the rich and famous, the reason for the success of a Hollywood or Bollywood movie. 

· Quantitative skills
Syllabus, Topics tested in IIM's Common Admissions Test
The Quant (Math) section in CAT usually accounts for a third of the questions in CAT.

Broadly categorized as Arithmetic, Algebra and Geometry CAT typically tests a student's quantitative ability from over 25 topics. These topics that appear in CAT are of high school level.

· Arithmetic 

· Number Systems and Number Theory

· Percentages 

· Profit and Loss 

· Simple & Compound Interest 

· Speed, Time and Distance

· Pipes and Cisterns

· Races

· Averages

· Ratio, Proportion

· Mixtures and Alligations

· Algebra 

· Linear and Quadratic Equation - Practice Questions

· Logarithm

· Progressions - AP, GP, HP

· Binomial Theorem

· Inequalities

· Permutation & Combination

· Probability

· Function

· Set Theory

· Geometry 

· Geometry

· Co ordinate Geometry

· Trigonometry

· Mensuration

· Data Interpretation 

Data Interpretation section can be broadly classified as comprising two types of questions. 

· Data Interpretation (DI)

· Data Sufficiency (DS)
· Analytical and Logical reasoning.
· Graphs can be Column graphs, Bar Graphs, Line charts, Pie Chart, Graphs representing Area, Venn Diagram, etc.

· Critical reasoning, Visual reasoning, Assumption-Premise-Conclusion, Assertion and reasons, Statements and assumptions, identifying valid inferences , identifying Strong arguments and Weak arguments, Statements and conclusions, Cause and Effect, Identifying Probably true, Probably false, definitely true, definitely false kind of statement, Linear arrangements,Matrix arrangements.

· Puzzles, Syllogisms, Functions, Family tree - identifying relationship among group of people, Symbol Based problems, Coding and decoding , Sequencing , identifying next number in series, etc.

