understanding

— @oharpen your pencil
X Solution

hil, h2 {
font-family: sans-serif;
color: yray;
H
hl {
border-bottom: 1px solid black;
H
p A
font-family: sans-serif; é/_\ Just add a (:ont—(family property
color: maroon; 1o your paragraph vule in the
1 “lounge.ess” file.

I'm wondering if that is
really the best solution. Why are

we specifying the font-family for EACH
element? What if someone added a <blockquote>
to the page - would we have to then add a rule
for that too? Can't we just tell the whole
page to be sans-serif?
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It’s time to talk about your inheritance...

Did you notice when you added the Tont-family

property to your “p” selector that it also affected the ane e e —
font family of the elements inside the <p> element? L J o+ B necraprers oungeriounge !

Let’s take a closer look:

—Fami\y
When You added the font. .
vrocvcry’cy to your CSS P seleetor, it

Join us any evening for refreshing elixirs, conversation and maybe a game or
L\'\ 3 SCd ‘{',\\C ‘(:oy\{; Qamily 0‘(: \/0“" two of Dance Dance Revolution. Wireless access is always provided; BYOWS
n Bring your web server).
<p> elements. But it also changed i :
the font fLamily of the two links Direcli6ns
hasi d {C‘ﬁ{- T You'll find us right in the center of downtown Webville. If you need help finding
and the emphasize

\ us, check out our detailed directions. Come join us!

—
The elements inside the <p> element inherit the
font-family style from <p> Not evey e
Just like you can inherit your blue eyes or brown hair from your parents, elements can inherit mhcrll.kc (: t ﬁ:mil ‘
styles from their parents. In this case, the <a> and <em> elements inherited the Tont- are, ike Ton 1

Tamn 1y style from the <p> element, which is their parent element. It makes sense that
changing your paragraph style would change the style of the elements in the paragraph,
doesn’t it? After all, if it didn’t, you’d have to go in and add CSS rules for every inline
element in every paragraph in your whole site... which would definitely be so NOT fun.

Let’s take a look at our XHTML tree to see how inheritance works:

Not to mention, evror=
prone, tediovs, and

{jmc—consvm\h5~

|£ we set the fon{—(:amil\/ of all the <p> elements, here
ave all the elements that would be affected.

Ls, of tourse, would

\cmtn
Hne<\>>c ¢ fon (:a AN
—

: The <a>, <em>, and <a>
" gh\I\Cd - elements in the two
pavagraphs inhevit the
{:Oh‘{‘,—‘(:am“\/ From their
pavent elements, the

The <img> element is a <p> elements.

¢hild of a Paraara‘;h' but

it doesn’t have any text,—=7
so it’s not aflpct{:cd
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moving rules to the body element

What if we move the font up the family tree?

If most elements inherit the Font-Tamn 1y property, what if we move it up

to the <body> element? That should have the effect of changing the font for

all the <body> element’s children, and children’s children. )
We've going to move the (:0'\{?‘{:3':\\/
\’rovcrb/ Lrom the \’a“aﬁva\’hs an

/ headings to the body:

Now all these elements ave going to
[ inhevit the ‘COh‘{‘,—-‘('\amil\/.

‘{ And so ave their ¢hildven.
|

o 2
—> | img H a H em || a

Remember, images

don't have text.

Wow, +his is powerful. Simply by thanging the
font—family property in the body rule, we could
change the font for an entive site.

What are you waiting for... give it a fry

Open your “lounge.css” file and add a new rule that selects the <body>
element. Then remove the Font-fami 1y properties from the headings and
paragraph rules, because you’re not going to need them anymore.

Heve's what \Iou’rc going to do.

body { ] dd a new vule that selects
font-tamily: sans-serit; < — 5\: Sf\'o:d\P cl:mcv\{:. Then add the

} font—family property with 3 value
hl, h2 { 0‘(: sans—scvi(:-
color: gray; \
H
hl { Then, take the font—family
border-bottom: 1px solid black; Pm‘m{:\/ out of the hl, h2
H VV"C; as well as ‘{:hc P vule.
p 1
color: maroon;
H
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getting started with css

Test drive your new CSS

As usual, go ahead and make these changes in the “lounge.css”
style sheet, save, and reload the “lounge.html” page. You shouldn’t
expect any changes, because the style is the same. It’s just coming
from a different rule. But you should feel better about your CSS

because now you can add new elements to your pages and they’ll
automatically inherit the sans-serif font.

906 Head First Lounge

|
i E] E] h E file:// /chapter8/lounge/lounge.html ‘

: ) Welcome to the Head First Lounge
Surprise, surprise. This doesn't look any
diffecent at all, but that is exactly what we . 5 "
weve expecting, isn't it? All you've done is move F! ' 1 l
the sans—sevif font up into the body vule and - s =

|C£ all ‘H\C oﬂ\cr ClCMCh{ZS ih"\t\'l{', {ha{: Join us any evening for refreshing elixirs, conversation and maybe a game or

two of Dance Dance Revolution. Wireless access is always provided; BYOWS
(Bring your own web server).

Directions

You'll find us right in the center of downtown Webville. If you need help finding
us, check out our detailed directions. Come join us!

Okay, so now that the whole
site is set to sans-serif with
the body selector, what if 1 want one
element to be a different font? Do
I have to take the font-family out
of the body and add rules for every
element separately again?
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when you don’t want to inherit

Overriding inheritance

By moving the Tont-Tami 1y property up into the body, you've set that
font style for the entire page. But what if you don’t want the sans-serif
font on every element? For instance, you could decide that you want
<em> elements to use the serif font instead.

The font—family property is set in

the body vule, so every c\emcn{'.,‘(;ms\dc
the body inheviks the sans—sent
font—Family property from <body>:

d YOIA wah'l: )’OW‘ <em>
the serif fon’t—«camil)'

. d to overrid
inheritance with Css v-:lr e

Well, then you can override the inheritance by supplying a
specific rule just for <em>. Here’s how you add a rule for <em>
to override the font-family specified in the body:
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body {
tont-tamily: sans-serit;
H
hil, h2 {
color: gray;
H
hl {
border-bottom: 1px solid black;
H
p 1
} color: mar oorn; To overvide the Lont— (—‘a»ﬁ\\[ Yro‘ac\r{\[
inhevited from body, add a mew .Wle
3 o selecting em with the govt{—(:a"“l\l
tont-tamily: serit; peaperty value set to sevik.
i



Test drive

Add a rule for the <em> element to your CSS with a
font-fami ly property value of serif, and reload
your “lounge.html” page:

Notice that the “Dante Dance
Revolution” text, which is the text in

the <em> element, is now a sevif font.

getting started with css

ang Head First Lounge

4 b E] :.-:'ﬁ\e'Ufthaplerﬂfloungej\ounge.mml

Welcome to the Head First Lounge

KL

Join us any evening for refreshing elixirs, conversation and maybe a game or
two of Dance Dance Revolution. Wireless access is always provided; BYOWS
(Bring own web server).

Directions

You'll find us right in the center of downtown Webville. If you need help finding
us, check out our detailed directions. Come join us!

As a geneval vule, it's not a good idea to thange Lonts

in the middle of a pavagraph like this, so go ahead and
thange your CSS batk to the way it was (without the em

vule) when you've done testing.

- How does the browser know
which rule to apply to <em> when I'm
overriding the inherited value?

A: With CSS, the most specific rule

is always used. So, if you have a rule for
<hody>, and a more specific rule for <em>
elements, it is going to use the more specific
rule. We'll talk more later about how you
know which rules are most specific.

- How do I know which CSS
properties are inherited and which are
not?

AZ This is where a good reference
really comes in handy, like O'Reilly's CSS
Pocket Reference. In general, all of the
styles that affect the way your text looks,
such as font color (the color property), the

Le e No
Dumb Qn(uestlons

font-family, as you've just seen, and other
font related properties such as font-size,
font-weight (for bold text), and font-style
(for italics) are inherited. Other properties,
such as border, are not inherited, which
makes sense, right? Just because you want
a border on your <body> element doesn't
mean you want it on all your elements. A
lot of the time you can follow your common
sense (or just try it and see), and you'll get
the hang of it as you become more familiar

with the various properties and what they do.

- Canl always override a property
that is being inherited when | don’t want
it?

A: Yes. You can always use a more
specific selector to override a property from
a parent.

- This stuff gets complicated. Is
there any way | can add comments to
remind myself what the rules do?

A: Yes. To write a comment in your
CSS just enclose it between /* and */. For
instance:

/* this rule selects all para-
graphs and colors them blue */

Notice that a comment can span multiple
lines. You can also put comments around
CSS and browsers will ignore it, like:

/* this rule will have no effect
because it’s in a comment

p { color: blue; } */
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styling

316

I was thinking it would
be cool to have the text below
each elixir match the color of
the elixir. Can you do that?

We’'re not sure we agree with the
aesthetics of that suggestion,
but, hey, you're the customer.

Can you style each of these paragraphs separately

so that the color of the text matches the drink? The
problem is that using a rule with a “p” selector applies
the style to all <p> elements. So, how can you select

these paragraphs individually?

That’s where classes come in. Using both XHTML and
CSS, we can define a class of elements, and then apply
styles to any element that belongs to that class. So, what
exactly is a class? Think of it like a club — someone
starts a “greentea” club, and by joining you agree to all
the rights and responsibilities of the club, like adhering
to their style standards. Anyway, let’s just create the class
and you’ll see how it works.

Green text. _—7

Blue text. />
Purple text. /?

Red text... oh,

we don't need to
change this one. >

ann Pt v Lnge By
O R o

Our Elixirs
Green Tea Cooler

|

Raspberry lce Con

-
Ciamibining raapbesty juice with lama s, s pasl and snsahipd, this iy
rioin will sk your mend o ciear and crisg.

Blueberry Bliss Elixir

Cranberry Antioxidant Blast

\Walka up 1 o Ravors of cranbeery and hibiscss in s vimin G rich sfixir.




getting started with css

Adding a class to ‘elixirhtwml”

Open up the “elixirhtml” file and locate the “Green Tea Cooler” paragraph.
This 1s the text we want to change to green. All you’re going to do is add the <p>
element to a class called greentea. Here’s how you do that:

<IDOCTYPE html PUBLIC “-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Strict//EN”
“http://www.w3.0org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1l-strict.dtd”>
<html xmIns="http://ww.w3.0rg/1999/xhtml”” lang="en” xml:lang="en”>
<head>
<meta http-equiv=“Content-Type” content="“text/html; charset=1S0-8859-1" />
<title>Head First Lounge Elixirs</title>
<link type=“text/css” rel="stylesheet” href="__./lounge.css” />

</head> To add an element 1o a ¢lass, \')usjc add

<body> X
2h¥>0ur Elixirs</hl> the attribute “class” along with the name
of the tlass, like “greentea”.

<h2>Green Tea Cooler</h2>
<p class=*“greentea’>
<img src=*“../images/green.jpg” />
Chock full of vitamins and minerals, this elixir
combines the healthful benefits of green tea with
a twist of chamomile blossoms and ginger root.

</p>
<h2>Raspberry lIce Concentration</h2>
<p>
<img src=*“../images/lightblue.jpg” />
Combining raspberry juice with lemon grass,
citrus peel and rosehips, this icy drink
will make your mind feel clear and crisp.
</p>
<h2>Blueberry Bliss Elixir</h2>
<p>
<img src=*“._./images/blue.jpg” />
Blueberries and cherry essence mixed into a base
of elderflower herb tea will put you in a relaxed
state of bliss in no time.
</p>
<h2>Cranberry Antioxidant Blast</h2>
<p>
<img src=*“.._./images/red.jpg” />
Wake up to the flavors of cranberry and hibiscus
in this vitamin C rich elixir.
</p>
</body>
</html>

And, now that the green tea paragraph belongs to the greentea class, you just
need to provide some rules to style that class of elements.
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class

Creating a selector for the class

To select a class, you write the selector like this:

Thcf‘ e d " do Last is the
sycu‘c\/ a tlass.
tlass name.
The p selettor \L \/
is -(:i\r‘:{:. p 'greentea { \[-\ And heve’s 4
color: green; ot eve’s the vule... make an
} exXt In 3 Pa'ragraph in 'Ehc
9reentea ¢lass the color green.

This seleetor seleets
all Paragraphs in the
greentea ¢lass.

So now you have a way of selecting <p> elements that belong to a certain class.
All you need to do is add the class attribute to any <p> elements you want to be
green, and this rule will be applied. Give it a try: open your “lounge.css” file and
add the p.greentea class selector to it.
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body {
font-family: sans-serif;
}
hil, h2 {
color: gray;
}
hl {
border-bottom: 1px solid black;
}
p{
color: maroon;
}

p-greentea {
color: green;
3



A greentea test drive

Save, and then reload to give your new class a test drive.

Heve's the new greentea elass
applied to the paragraph. Now
the font is green and matthes
the Green Tea Cooler. Maybe
+his styling wasnt suth a bad
idea after all

getting started with css

806 Head First Lounge Elixirs

74 > @ _3"ﬁ\e:f/fzhamerﬂf\ouﬁge,‘bavefages,’elixir.h!ml

Our Elixirs

Green Tea Cooler

¥

L~ Chock full of vitamins and minerals, this elixir combines the healthful benefits of
green tea with a twist of chamomile blossoms and ginger root.

Raspberry Ice Concentration

Combining raspberry juice with lemon grass, citrus peel and rosehips, this icy
drink will make your mind feel clear and crisp.

Blueberry Bliss Elixir

e=—" Blueberries and cherry essence mixed into a base of elderflower herb tea will
put you in a relaxed state of bliss in no time.

Cranberry Antioxidant Blast

! Wake up to the flavors of cranberry and hibiscus in this vitamin C rich elixir.

raspberry first, and then blueberry.

Your turn: add two classes, “raspberry” and “blueberry”, to the correct
paragraphs in “elixir.html”, and then write the styles to color the text blue and
purple, respectively. The property value for raspberry is “blue” and for blueberry
is “purple”. Put these at the bottom of your CSS file, under the greentea rule:

D

‘/eah, we know \/ou’rc yrobabl\/ thinking, how Lén a
vaspbervy be blue? Well, if Raspberry Kool-aid is
blue, that's good enough for us. And scriously, when
you blend up a bunch of bluebervies, they veally ave
more purple than blue. Work with us here.
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dealing with class selectors

Taking classes further..

You've already written one rule that uses the greentea class to change any
paragraph in the class to the color “green”:

p-greentea {

color: green;

}
But what if you wanted to do the same to all <blockquote>s?
Then you could do this:
blockquote.greentea, p.greentea { Just add another selettor to handle
color: green; <blotkquote>s that are in the greentea
¥ tlass. Now this vule will apply to <p> and

And in your XHTML you’d write:

<blotkquote> elements in the greentea tlass.

<blockquote class=""greentea’>

320

So what if I want to
add <h1>, <h2>, <h3>, <p>, and
<blockquote> to the green tea
class? Do I have to write one
huge selector?

No, there’s a better way. If you want all
elements that are in the greentea class
to have a style, then you can just write
your rule like this:

.greentea {
color: green;

}

£ you leave out all the element names,
and Jus{ use a peviod followed by a
tlass name, then the vule will apply to
all members of the elass.
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Cool! Yes, that works.
One more question... you said
being in a class is like being in a

club. Well, 1 can join many clubs.

So, can an element be in more
than one class?

Yes, elements can be in more than one class.

It’s easy to put an element into more than one class. Say

you want to specify a <p> clement that is in the greentea,

raspberry, and blueberry classes. Here’s how you Place eath tlass

would do that in the opening tag: pame into the

f value of the tlass

a{;{:r'\\)u{:c, with 3
spate in \’Cb"“"‘v
cath. The orderind
doesnt matter:

<p class="greentea raspberry blueberry’>

So, for example, I could
put an <h1> into my “products”

class that defines a font size and
weight, and also a “specials” class
to change its color to red when
something’s on sale?

Exactly. Use multiple classes when you want
an element to have styles you've defined in
different classes. In this case, all your <h1>
elements associated with products have a '
certain style, but not all your products are S
on sale at the same time. By putting your I

“specials” color in a separate class, you can '
simply add only those elements associated with

products on sale to the “specials” class to add ‘

the red color you want.

Now you may be wondering what happens when an element belongs

to multiple classes, all of which define the same property — like our <p>
clement up there. How do you know which style gets applied? You know
each of these classes has a definition for the color property. So, will the
paragraph be green, blue (raspberry), or purple?

We’re going to talk about this in great detail after you’ve learned a bit
more GSS, but on the next page you’ll find a quick guide to hold you over.
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The world’s smallest & fastest quide to how
styles are applied

Elements and document trees and style rules and classes... it can get downright confusing.
How does all this stuff’ come together so that you know which styles are being applied to
which elements? As we said, to fully answer that you’re going to have to know a little more
about CSS, and you’ll be learning that in the next few chapters. But before you get there,
let’s just walk through some common sense rules-of-thumb about how styles are applied.

First, do any selectors select your element?

Let’s say you want to know the Font-fami 1y property value for an element. The first
thing to check is: is there a selector in your CSS file that selects your element? If there is,
and it has a font-fami 1y property and value, then that’s the value for your element.

What about inheritance?

If there are no selectors that match your element, then you rely on inheritance. So, look at
the element’s parents, and parents’ parents, and so on, until you find the property defined.
When and if you find it, that’s the value.

Struck out again? Then use the default

If your element doesn’t inherit the value from any of its ancestors, then you use the default
value defined by the browser. In reality, this 1s a little more complicated than we’re describing
here, but we’ll get to some of those details later in the book.

What if multiple selectors select an element?

Ah, this is the case we have with the paragraph that belongs to all three classes:
<p class="greentea raspberry blueberry’>

There are multiple selectors that match this element and define the same colOr property.

That’s what we call a “conflict”. Which rule breaks the tie? Well, if one rule is more specific

than the others, then it wins. But what does more specific mean? We’ll come back in a later
chapter and see exactly how to determine how specific a selector is, but for now, let’s look at
some rules and get a feel for it:

Heve's a vule that selects any old
pavagraph element.
This vule selects members of the greentea tlass.

.greentea { color: green; } / That's a little move specific.
And this vule selects only paragraphs that are in

p.greentea { color: green; } / the greentea tlass, so that's even move specific.

p { color: black;}

These vules also seleet only paraaraphs in a
.raspberr color: blue; Y pavagrap
P P v A ¥ S/ particular class. So they ave about the same in

p.blueberry { color: purple; } specificity as the p.greentea vule.
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And if we still dont have a clear winner?

So, if you had an element that belonged only to the greentea class there
would be an obvious winner: the p.greentea sclector is the most specific,
so the text would be green. But you have an element that belongs to all three
classes: greentea, raspberry, and blueberry. So, p-greentea,
p.raspberry, and p.blueberry all select the element, and are of
equal specificity. What do you do now? You choose the one that is listed

last in the CSS file. If you can’t resolve a conflict because two selectors are
equally specific, you use the ordering of the rules in your style sheet file.
That is, you use the rule listed last in the CSS file (nearest the bottom). And
in this case, that would be the p-blueberry rule.

In your “lounge.html” file, change the greentea paragraph to include all the
classes, like this:

<p class=""greentea raspberry blueberry”>

Save, and reload. What color is the Green Tea Cooler paragraph now?

Next, reorder the classes in your XHTML:

<p class="raspberry blueberry greentea”>

Save, and reload. What color is the Green Tea Cooler paragraph now?

Next, open your CSS file and move the p.greentea rule to the bottom of the file.
Save, and reload. What color is the Green Tea Cooler paragraph now?

Finally, move the p.raspberry rule to the bottom of the file.

Save, and reload. What color is the Green Tea Cooler paragraph now?

After you've finished, rewrite the green tea element to look like it did originally:

<p class=""greentea”>

Save, and reload. What color is the Green Tea Cooler paragraph now?
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language comparison:

Fix:eside Chats

CSS

Did you see that? I'm like Houdini! I broke right
out of your <style> element and into my own
file. And you said in Chapter 1 that I'd never
escape.

Have to link me in? Come on; you know your
pages wouldn’t cut it without my styling,

If you were paying attention in this chapter, you
would have seen I'm downright powerful in what
I can do.

Well now, that’s a little better. I like the new
attitude.
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— Tonight's talk: CSS & XHTML compare languages

XHTML

Don’t get all excited; I still have to link you in
for you to be at all useful.

Here we go again... while me and all my
elements are trying to keep things structured,
you’re talking about hair highlights and nail
color.

Okay, okay, I admit it; using CSS sure makes
my job easier. All those old deprecated styling
elements were a pain in my side. I do like the
fact that my elements can be styled without
inserting a bunch of stuff in the XHTML,

other than maybe an occasional class attribute.

But I still haven’t forgotten how you mocked
my syntax... <remember>?



CSS

You have to admit XHTML is kinda clunky, but
that’s what you get when you’re related to an
early *90s technology.

Are you kidding? I'm very expressive. 1 can
select just the elements I want, and then
describe exactly how I want them styled. And
you’ve only just begun to see all the cool styling
I can do.

Yup; just wait and see. I can style fonts and
text in all kinds of interesting ways. I can even
control how each element manages the space
around it on the page.

Bwahahahaa. And you thought you had me
controlled between your <sty le> tags. You're
going to see I can make your elements sit, bark,
and rollover if I want to.

getting started with css

XHTML

I call it standing the test of time. And you think
CSS 1s elegant? I mean, you’re just a bunch of
rules. How’s that a language?

Oh yeah?

Hmmm... sounds as if you have a little too
much power; I'm not sure I like the sound of
that. After all, my elements want to have some
control over their own lives.

Whoa now! Security... security?!
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testing your inheritance skills

Who gets the inheritance?

Sniff, sniff; the <body> element has gone to that great browser in the sky. But he left
behind a lot of descendants and a big inheritance of color “green”. Below you'll find his
family tree. Mark all the descendants that inherit the <body> element’s color green. Don't
forget to look at the CSS below first.

| hi H p b h2 p | h2 b | blockquote ?
| a b em

a |im_gb P p
T h

) Z\ Heve's the CSS. Use this 1o

color: green, determine which of the above
elements hit the jackpot and
5CJC the green (eolov).

pody 1

color: plack;
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BE the Browser

Below, you'l] find the CSS file

. “style.css”, with some errors in it.
_ Your job is to play like you're the
browser and locate al] the errors.
After you've done the
exereise Jook at the
end of the chapter to
see if you caught all
the errors.

£ you have ervors in your CsS,

usually what happens is all the vules
below the evror are ignored. So, get
in the habit of looking for evrors now,
by doing this exertise.

The file “s’c\[\c.css" ‘1

<style>

body {
background-color: white

hi, {

gray,
Tont-tamily: sans-serit;
H

h2, p {
color:

H

<em> {
tont-style: i1talic;
H

</style>
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validating css

The exercise got me

thinking... is there a way to
validate CSS like there is with
HTML and XHTML?

Of course!

Those W3C boys and girls aren’t just sitting
around on their butts, they’ve been working hard.
You can find their CSS validator at:

http://jigsaw.w3.org/css-validator/

Type that URL in your browser and we think
you’ll feel quite at home when you get there.

T You’re going to find a validator that works almost
I exactly like the HTML and XHTML validators.
To use the CSS version,

A . P just point the validator to B e e oo TS Wt s
. {c] 0 (a3 g (S wabdatn

-=q your CSS URL, upload a = )
‘ file with your CSS in it, or Validate Your Style Sheet
. .. Vahdat Soacumants. i 2o L
JuSt paste it into the form : vm.u,::uﬁ, D¢ LRI by File Uplong ! b dirnct ingugt
and submit. Enter the URI ot cocumant (MTML with CSS or 0SS, ey} you would ke validaie
5 Address.
You shouldn’t encounter e

Alsa avaitabia with exis opsana in e Advances intoriace

any big surprises, like

[~ Validata by File Ugload

needing DOCTYPEs or Chon o e o 05 oy
character encodings with Loeal CSS o (G5 o s =
CSS GO ahead, giVC lt a i\lwsnuwnmmmcumuam’xm#:mua:mz.m«nnw

Vaiida by dinect input

try (like we’re not going
to make you do it on the
next page, anyway).

Eriter the CSS you would like vitliciated:

(Gner

Alsa avaikabla with extra opSans in e Attvanced dimet ingut Intertacy,

0 W3 TS Valigior
SOinde: 2004/1004 m.-:ajsﬁ:"
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Making sure the Lounge CSS validates

Before you wrap up this chapter, wouldn’t you feel a lot better if all that Head First
Lounge CSS validated? Sure you would. Use whichever method you want to get
your CSS to the W3C. If you have your CSS on a server, type your URL into the
form; otherwise, either upload your CSS file or just copy and paste the CSS into the
form. (If you upload, make sure you’re directing the form to your CSS file, not your
XHTML file.) Once you've done that, click on “Check”.

ane

getting started with css

£ your CSS didn't validate, theck
it with the CSS a few pages back
and find any small mistakes \/ou’vc
made, then vesubmit.

W3C CSS Validator ruulls_'oiﬁie:mmlhosmemm

JLt - W el + JRivio: 1igsavwsog css-vaidarrvg

This is Just telling you that the
CSS needs eorveet XHTML 4o
style, so make sure your XHTML
(or HTML) also validates.

Wac'

\..

ouk the CSS. These

To work as intended, your CSS sty
means you should use yalid HTML,

Warnings

inas ab "
Hcrc are some warnings ' - l&ajnmamgsw_e
are move su%cskions Lhan veal warnings. 0¥ -

inskante, all these warnings ave Lelling you toset a

batkground tolor on £he headings and yaraM

Valid CSS information

* body {

e font-family : sans-serif;
* hl, h2 {

2 color : gray;

* hi{
y = border-bottom : 1px solid black;

>

And heve’s all the valid CSS,
which is ALL your CSS, so this

means your CSS validates. spd

= color maroon;

* p.greentea {
@ color : green;

W3C CSS Validator Results for file:/localhost/T extArea

le sheet needs a corract document parse tree. This

PlEXT 4 404 4 BOdy < KTBEOC ~ Q- Googi ‘—‘—c;\i'

Powared iy
g Jlasaw
i

tbe e e No
Dumb Qn'uesﬁons

Q} Do | need to worry about those
warnings? Or do what they say?

AI It's good to look them over, but
you'll find some are more in the category of
suggestions than “must do’s”. The validator
can err on the side of being a little anal, so
just keep that in mind.

A
Thevre's no “green badge of suteess” when
you pass validation like there is when you
validate XHTML. So cheek the top of
the page for “Bvvors”. [€ you don't see
that, Your CSS validated!
you are here » 329



getting a feel for some other properties

Pro‘feé’%

Use color 4o set the font
eolor of fext elemcn‘l::n

(q color

\s the
i ety tontro! :
1\;\;\?{0& Lext Use it to

make {‘,C‘ﬁ{'- bold- . t
« ﬂt‘Ne‘dﬁ
£0

e ft
This is how you Lell an
element how o position its
left side.

This property sets the
space between lines in 3

Lext element.
, o
4
/)@\

margin

A _rfo,_; N
9, U-size

top

Con‘t\‘o‘s 'H\C
‘aos'r{:ion of the
top of the

element.

'etter‘SDacing
background-color

Q— This yvo\vcv{:\/ tontrols the
background tolov of an element.

> borge,

This Property puts 3 border around an

element. Vou ean ha i
i et ve a solid border, 3

text—align
'k_ Use this property to align your text

1o the left, center, or vight.

This lets you set the spating
bebween letters. Like this

Use this property for

Q{alic or oblique text.
e
oy

This property lets you
( change how list items

look in a list.
a dotted bordcr ‘
e
\C\ |£ You need spate
between the edge of an
element and its content,
use margin. Use this ‘;ro?cr{:‘f
) {0 put an image
Makes Lexk bioger behind an element.
or smaller:

- “\‘age
o

CSS has a lot of style properties.
You’ll see quite a few of these in
the rest of this book, but have a

quick look now to get an idea
of all the aspects of style
you can control with CSS.
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getting started with css

It looks like you're
getting the hang of this style

stuff. We're looking forward to
seeing what you come up with in
the next couple of chapters.

CSS contains simple statements, called rules.

Each rule provides the style for a selection of
XHTML elements.

Atypical rule consists of a selector along with
one or more properties and values.

The selector specifies which elements the rule
applies to.

Each property declaration ends with a
semicolon.

All properties and values in a rule go between
{} braces.

You can select any element using its name as
the selector.

By separating element names with commas,
you can select multiple elements at once.

One of the easiest ways to include a style in
HTML is the <style> tag.

For XHTML and for sites of any complexity,
you should link to an external style sheet.

The <link> element is used to include an
external style sheet.

Many properties are inherited. For instance,
if a property that is inherited is set for the
<body> element, all the <body>'s child
elements will inherit it.

You can always override properties that are
inherited by creating a more specific rule for
the element you'd like to change.

Use the class attribute to add elements to
aclass.

Use a “." between the element name and the
class name to select a specific element in that
class.

Use “.classname” to select any elements that
belong to the class.

An element can belong to more than one class
by placing multiple class names in the class
attribute with spaces between the names.

You can validate your CSS using the W3C
validator, at http://jigsaw.w3.org/css-validator.
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time for some

332

XHTMI cross

Here are some clues with mental twist and turns that will help you burn alternative

routes to CSS right into your brain!

1. Defines a group of elements.

2. Ornamental part of some fonts.

4. Styles are defined in these.

7. Fonts without serifs.

9. Each rule defines a set of properties and?
10. How elements get properties from their
parents.

11. Use this element to include an external style
sheet.

12. Selects an element.

13. Reality show.

2 3
4 5 6
7 8

9
10
11
12
13
Across Down

1. With inheritance, a property set on one element
is also passed down to its .

2. You can place your CSS inside these tags in an
HTML file.

3. Won this time because they used external style
sheets.

5. Property that represents font color.

6. Property for font type.

7. An external style file is called this.

8. They really wanted some style.




getting started with css

Marlcup Magnets Solution Like vl = )

Remember drawing the diagram of XHTML elements in e ] M os )
Chapter 3? You did that again for the Lounge’s main page = e

Here's the answer: ’_LL ’_k_L
title p

meta h title b| style b hi bl__p_bl__p h2 w__p_b
img b a H em H a b
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exercise solutions

~ @harpen your pencil

. Solution

The selected elements are colored:

p, h2 {
font-family: sans-serif;
H

img a | oem | a h

p, em {
font-family: sans-serif;

i
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getting started with css

— @harpen your pencl
. Solution
Your turn: add two classes, “raspberry” and “blueberry” to the
correct paragraphs in “elixir.html” and then write the styles to
color the text blue and purple respectively. The property value for
raspberry is “blue” and for blueberry is “purple”.

body {
Tont-tamily: sans-serit;
H
hi, h2 {
color: gray;
H
hl {
border-bottom: 1px solid black;
H
8086 Head First Lounge Elixirs
p { | 4 B ] E] :-fﬁ\e‘,','f:hap\erEflouuge,‘beveragesiellxw.html
color: maroon; I
i Our Elixirs
p-greentea { Green Tea Cooler

collor: green;

} ﬁﬂ

-
p.raspberry { %~ - Chock full of vitamins and minerals, this elixir combines the healthful benefits of
color: blue: green tea with a twist of chamomile blossoms and ginger root.

H Raspberry Ice Concentration

p-blueberry { J
color: purple; ‘_.’

} L Combining raspberry juice with lemon grass, citrus peel and rosehips, this icy
drink will make your mind feel clear and crisp.

Blueberry Bliss Elixir

e== Blueberries and cherry essence mixed into a base of elderflower herb tea will
put you in a relaxed state of bliss in no time.

Cranberry Antioxidant Blast

= ‘Wake up to the flavors of cranberry and hibiscus in this vitamin C rich elixir.

you are here » 335



exercise

harpen your pencil
"N, Solution

<IDOCTYPE html PUBLIC “-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Strict//EN”
“http://www.w3.0org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1l-strict.dtd”>
<html xmlns="http://www.w3.0rg/1999/xhtml” lang=""en” xml:lang="en”’>
<head>
<meta http-equiv="“Content-Type” content=*“text/html; charset=1S0-8859-1" />
<trtle>Head First Lounge Elixirs</title>
<link type=*“text/css” rel="stylesheet” href="._./lounge.css” />
</head>
<body>
<h1>0ur Elixirs</h1>
<h2>Green Tea Cooler</h2>
<p class=‘‘greentea”>
<img src="../images/green.jpg” />
Chock full of vitamins and minerals, this elixir
combines the healthful benefits of green tea with
a twist of chamomile blossoms and ginger root.
</p>
<h2>Raspberry lIce Concentration</h2>
<p class=“raspberry” >
<img src="../images/lightblue.jpg” />
Combining raspberry juice with lemon grass,
citrus peel and rosehips, this i1cy drink
will make your mind feel clear and crisp.
</p>
<h2>Blueberry Bliss Elixir</h2>
<p class=“blueberry” >
<img src="../images/blue.jpg” />
Blueberries and cherry essence mixed into a base
of elderflower herb tea will put you in a relaxed
state of bliss 1n no time.

</p>
<h2>Cranberry Antioxidant Blast</h2>
<p>
<img src="../images/red.jpg” />
Wake up to the flavors of cranberry and hibiscus
in this vitamin C rich elixir.
</p>
</body>
</html>
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getting started with css

J2 -8 Exercise solutions

Who gets the inheritance?

pody 1 -
Y color: greens

}

p1i cotor: black:

H

hl and W2 56{: the inhevitante

because they don't have 3 l',ol.or
\vro?cr{:\/, so they inhevit {',hcnr,
color from body- Lueky them!

Theve are no CSS
vul
so b,o"-kﬂuo{:e also iy:;,:ii for blockquo{:c,

ts its eol
fr,om body‘ (But, since P ovcrridoe: r{h
oo)r to black, the Hockquo{:e ¢ol )
won ‘l: ma{:‘l:ch) o

This one em is fortunate to be \§\ ME
a child of h2, who inherits the %
body ¢olor. Since there’s no em

vule overriding the tolor with its

Unfortunately for these em
own property, this em inherits

ments ave
elements, they ave children And, these YOOE a CS\: J;:\c\l dort
bOdyls tolor. of yavm{,s who overvide the also thildven ot ¥ o ther.
bod\/ tolor, the p element. inhevit the \)od\l tolo
So they don't 3c{: any tolor
inhevitante from body.

img is @ child of p, so imd
doesn’t inhevit the tolor
Lrom bod\/- img wouldn't 5:{:
a tolov inheritante anyway
(poor auy)-
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exercise solutions

Exercise
solutions

338

BE the Browser

Below, you'l] find a CSS file with
some eFFors in it. Your job is to
play like you're the browser and
locate a]] the errors. Did you
find them a]]?

\K_\ No XHTML in your CSS! The

TML and
<style> <skyle> tags are b
dov\{’{ work in a CSS s{‘,\/\c sheet.

body 1 /_\ Missing semicolon.

background-color: white

Q—’_’_’ Missin5 }

[ Extra tomma.
h1,"{ .
&= Missing ?\'o\?cr{',\/ name.
gray,
font-family: sans-serif;

hz, p {
color:

H
/—\ Using the XHTML taq instead of ‘)us{:

<em> 4 the element name. This should be em.

Ly value and semitolon.

@ Missing proper

font-style: italic;
H

</style>ér—\\\\\

No </style> tags needed in
the CSS stylesheet.
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getting started with css

=

Finally, move the p.raspberry rule to the bottom of the file.

Save, and reload. What color is the Green Tea Cooler paragraph now? blue—
After you've finished, rewrite the green tea element to look like it did originally:

<p class=""greentea’”> L/-
Save, and reload. What color is the Green Tea Cooler paragraph now? green

CLASS
H
s ER I F 1
T A RULES °F
Y D D o o
L w R L N
E E E o T
B 'S ANSSERIF oL
D T F o
E Y Y ALUES
S L M N
W NHER I TANCE | G
G s L E
‘L1 N K H Y G
W ELECTOR U
E Y
" RADINGSPACES
onn In your “lounge.html” file, change the greentea paragraph to include all the
%:‘-ERQSQ claysses, Iike?his: ’ ’ e
_,L,ut\ONS <p class="greentea raspberry blueberry”> - HZ)S PWFIC bccausc the
A orole / b|ucbcr\ry vule is last in
Save, and reload. What color is the Green Tea Cooler paragraph now? purple - the CSS file.
Next reorder the classes in your XHTML:
™~ [&s still purple betause -{‘)‘C
<p class="raspberry blueberry greentea”> ov'dc\“"“ﬁ o(: {:hc V\amc,s n {',;\{;Y
Save, and reload. What color is the Green Tea Cooler paragraph now? % tlass athribute doesn't ma
Next open your CSS file and move the p.greentea rule to the bottom of the file. ~ Now, i s areen, betause
Save, and reload. What color is the Green Tea Cooler paragraph now? green the ‘.’)"‘“{"ca rule Comes

last in the CSS file.

€T Now, it's blue, because the

vaspberry vule comes last
in the CSS file.

™ Okay, now the <p> element
only belongs to one tlass,
so we use the most specific
vule, which is Vgrecn’cc&
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