CHENNAI: The uncertainty over the leadership of Anna University ended on Saturday, with the appointment of D. Viswanathan, professor of mechanical engineering and Head of the Central Workshop of the Department of Mechanical Engineering, College of Engineering, Guindy, as its seventh Vice-Chancellor. 

Dr. Viswanathan, appointed by Governor and Chancellor Surjit Singh Barnala, will hold office for three years from the date of assuming charge, a Raj Bhavan release said. 

He is expected to assume office on Monday. 

Dr. Viswanathan succeeds E. Balagurusamy who laid down office on May 14. He has been associated with the university for the past 28 years. He did his bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering at the university, master's degree in production engineering in the CEG, Guindy, and Ph.D in the Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, under the Quality Improvement Programme. 

As part of his doctoral programme, he worked in the Trishul missile project, sponsored by President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, who was then Director of the DRDO, in 1984. 

He was closely associated with the DRDO, the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited and the Indian Space Research Organisation. 

He was instrumental in starting the Department of Media Sciences, the Audio Visual Research Centre and the Centre for Educational Media Technologies at Anna University, besides innovative courses such as the bachelor's and masters programmes in electronic media. 

Dr. Viswanathan assumes office at a time when issues such as the quality of technical education and the shortage of faculty in self-financing colleges have caused concern and when the common entrance test for admission to professional courses has been scrapped. 

Speaking to The Hindu , the new Vice-Chancellor said his long-term vision included improving the quality and quantity of teaching faculty in technical institutions and infrastructure development. 

"Though technical institutions affiliated to the university enrol one of the largest student populations in the country, they are yet to achieve international standards in education, mostly because they lack quality faculty. To rectify this, I plan to introduce an innovative home-learning concept, visual education, which includes visuals, teaching modules, lectures, demonstrations, animations and graphics which will be distributed to students in the form of CDs. 

The project will start immediately and will be completed in 18 months. It will cover 100 subjects including engineering courses," he said. 

