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First get the basic principles of mba essay writing right and then move on to the tips for the 2012-2013 Kellogg essays.

 The Kellogg application essays have gradually moved into the mainstream, no longer possessing the idiosyncratic differences that offered the applicant the opportunity to paint beyond the edges. The essay package has been significantly reduced and the choice questions have been excised and replaced by a miniature 25 word statement. Do your best!

Kellogg Essay 1

Discuss moments or influences in your personal life that have defined who you are today.  (500 word limit)

Kellogg Essay 1 Tips

You can use this Kellogg application essay as an intimate introduction to the kind of person you are.

From the umpteen possible approaches to this essay - a chronological life story with key milestones, separate sections devoted to a moment/influence each etc. - choose the one that suits you best. Whichever route you take, the essay should touch upon specific influences in your life - and clearly show how it has impacted the way you think and act. Use apt accomplishments, actions or decisions that exemplify the impact of these influences on your living.

Clearly the person most qualified to give you clues to this Kellogg essay is the one you see in the mirror. Ask yourself what defines you and how that is reflected in your actions. Look at personal and professional situations and unearth those characteristics or qualities which best epitomize you. You could refer past performance-appraisal forms for developing your own personal characteristics chart. Feel free to talk to others especially friends and family to gather ideas you might have overlooked.

Finally, study each point in this essay in relation to the rest of the essays in your Kellogg  application. Your application should be a single unified package - there is absolutely no room for internal contradictions.

Go for it!

Kellogg Essay 2

What have been your most significant leadership experiences? What challenges did you face, and what impact did you have? This is your opportunity to explain how you Think Bravely (personally and/or professionally).  (500 word limit)

Kellogg Essay 2 Tips

Kellogg's motto pf Think Bravely and their tag line "We believe business can be bravely led, passionately collaborative and world changing" are your clues to connecting this essay to Kellogg. The Kellogg Think Bravely video will help you better understand Kellogg's perspective on leadership.

Leadership is the most focused-on single trait that almost all business schools look for: Kellogg is no exception. This essay calls for a revelation of your leadership attitude/qualities through your "most significant leadership experiences".

Assemble your most critical leadership experiences till date and choose 2-4 of them that best exemplify your leadership style. While you can go back in time in case you want to show leadership progression, do not be stuck way back in time. Try to focus a substantial portion of the essay on recent experiences. The leadership examples should portray your attitude and approach to leadership, hopefully in the collaborative leadership style that Kellogg deems best.

Detail the challenges that you faced during the experience; your problem solving skills, persuasiveness and ability to overcome setbacks could be key areas to be spotlighted. While impressive, quantifiable results are what will underline your achievements, your personal philosophy and practice of leadership will remain the primary focus.

Go for it!
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Kellogg Essay 3

Imagine yourself at your Kellogg graduation. What career will you be preparing to enter, and how have the MBA and Kellogg helped you get there? (Please answer in terms of your program choice: One-Year, Two-Year, MMM, JD-MBA)  (500 word limit)

Kellogg Essay 3 Tips

 Though somewhat peculiarly worded this is a straightforward goals essay that can be rephrased as "What is your post-Kellogg goal? How would the the Kellogg MBA help you achieve it?".

As a first step reflect deeply (if you have not already) on your post-Kellogg short term goal. Be realistic and as specific as you need to be while detailing your post-Kellogg career goal (both about the industry and the functional role). How well you comprehend the industry/role you are preparing for should be reflected in your answer. Some knowledge of the Kellogg Career Management Center could be handy in detailing your approach in reaching your goal. Though not asked specifically a link, at least an oblique one, back to your career so far would help establish Kellogg as the logical, credible bridge that integrates your career path.

The second part of the essay question seeks answers to these questions: How serious are you about seeking admission to Kellogg? How will Kellogg be able to aid you in your career?

 Try to establish a perfect fit between your goals and Kellogg. Think about why you are taking all this trouble applying to Kellogg in the first place. Detail what skills, knowledge, relations, thoughts etc you expect to gain from Kellogg that will aid you in pursuing your goals. Take steps to learn as much as possible about Kellogg - the school, student activities, class profile, faculty, courses etc. - before you write this essay; use online and offline modes - websites, current Kellogg students, alumni, fairs/receptions etc. The objective is to implicitly or explicitly demonstrate that your application is a reflection of your serious and specific interest in Kellogg.

 Since you are asked to imagine the tone and style of the essay could be futuristic.

Go for it!

Kellogg Essay 4

What one interesting or fun fact would you want your future Kellogg classmates to know about you?   (25 words or less)

Kellogg Essay 4 Tips

This is similar to last year's "People may be surprised to learn that I..." but at ~5% of the length.

Show differences.

Show uniqueness.

Show brevity.

Write about an interest, passion, occurrence or achievement that has not been covered in the rest of the application. Hobbies, interests or social activities that highlight qualities like leadership, initiative, creativity, innovation, teamwork, courage etc. that make you a strong Kellogg applicant could be chosen. Since there is space for barely 1-2 sentences, whatever you write should be clear and self-explanatory.

Humor is welcome.

Go for it!
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Kellogg Reapplicant Essay

Required essay for re-applicants only: Since your previous application, what are the steps you have taken to strengthen your candidacy?

Kellogg Reapplicant Essay Tips

They can't be clearer than that. It would make a great difference if you have any objective or subjective feedback from Kellogg about your last application (though I doubt it). Seek out specific areas of critical weaknesses in your last Kellogg application and illustrate how they have been neutralized. Specific achievements - academic, professional or personal - that have occurred after your last Kellogg application should also find a place here.

Go for it!

Kellogg Optional Essay

 If needed, use this section to briefly describe any extenuating circumstances (e.g. unexplained gaps in work experience, choice of recommenders, inconsistent or questionable academic performance, etc.) (No word limit)

Kellogg Optional Essay Tips

As usual an optional essay requires effort even if you don’t write it. The main question in any optional essay is to decide whether you need to write it at all.

Attempt the Kellogg optional essay only if you feel that it will improve the factual and material strength of your application and if you have specific extenuating circumstances that need to be explained.

Use the Kellogg optional essay to explain shortfalls in your application which you feel are truly detrimental to your candidature. Areas of underperformance (academic or professional or GMAT) or events which stick out such as gaps in your resumes or a previous MBA or academic disciplinary actions are possible reasons why you attempt this optional essay. Comment on your shortcomings with intelligence, perspective and credibility: giving vague excuses or blaming xyz for failures will be completely counter-productive. Explain the issue clearly and maintain greater focus on the correction for the issue. For example, if you had a disciplinary issue in college, spend most of the space demonstrating what you learned from the experience and how you have been a better person/ student/ citizen ever since.

Keep it brief.

Go for it!
