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Introduction and background

In the revised curriculum framework in the 1993 first edition of Tomorrow’s Doctors (TD93) “Special Study Modules” or, as they are now called ”Student Selected Components (SSCs”) were first introduced into the undergraduate medical curriculum.
 In paragraph 24, it was stated “Whilst it is recommended that the core curriculum should be presented in a way that encourages student centred learning, the greatest educational opportunities will be afforded by that part of the course that goes beyond the limits of the core, that allows students to study in depth in areas of particular interest to them, that provides them with insights into scientific method and the discipline of research and that engenders an approach  to medicine that is constantly questioning and self-critical. This part of the course we refer to as SSCs. They are no less important than the core curriculum but they focus not on the immediate requirements of the pre-registration year but on the long term intellectual and attitudinal demands of a professional life that will constantly be challenged by growth of knowledge and change of circumstance”. It was also noted that the SSC programme should be a “thread running through the course” and it was anticipated that the majority of SSCs ” would be based on subjects related to medicine”. However, the importance and relevance of maths, physics, philosophy, social sciences, languages and the history of medicine was stressed.  

Initially it was recommended that that approximately a third of the undergraduate programme be devoted to SSCs and it was felt they would give the greatest scope for self expression and the demonstration of outstanding achievement.  In the more recent edition in 2009 http://www.gmc-uk.org/education/undergraduate/tomorrows_doctors_2009.asp, however it is recommended that the curriculum must allow for student choice for a minimum of 10% of course time and here at KCL SSCs make up about 17% of the overall curriculum.
An important strength of the SSC programme is that SSCs allow students to acquire various skills. Through the SSC programme here at King’s students can:
· Learn to present the results of their work verbally, visually or in writing

· Learn about and begin to develop and use research skills

· Learn to critically review the literature and construct an argument

· Conduct an audit

Students choose from an extremely diverse list of SSCs including the opportunity to explore career paths. There are also a wide range of language SSCs at various levels provided by the Modern Language Centre (MLC) (http://www.kcl.ac.uk/artshums/depts/mlc/index.aspx) and a range of Humanities SSCs including “Medicine and Art”; “Medicine and Film”; “Medicine and literature” as well as the Apothecaries Diploma in either the History or Philosophy of Medicine

As the name implies, SSCs are selected by Students. Over 90% of students are allocated to one of their first three choices in each year cohort. Students can also self-design a SSC in a particular area/subject of interest (http://virtualcampus.kcl.ac.uk/vc/medicine/ssm/ssminfo.aspx?y=guidelines).

In summary SSCs enable students to study in depth subjects of their choice and to develop intellectually; Students will also develop skills which will help them in their studies and their future careers.  Excellence will be rewarded with prizes, merits and distinctions and a number of students will obtain publications linked to their SSCs (http://virtualcampus.kcl.ac.uk/vc/medicine/ssc/Assets/othersscinfo/Student%20Publications%20Master.pdf). For all students, SSC marks contribute to the academic ranking and therefore affect their Foundation application and hence the start of their professional career.

Why run an SSC?

SSCs offer researchers, clinicians, academics and teachers a valuable opportunity to share and disseminate work with committed, engaged, enthusiastic students, working in small groups -  engaged and enthusiastic because the students select their SSCs from a wide choice. They also know you are enthusiastic and engaged, this is your field, your area of expertise, your area of intellectual curiosity and interest. SSCs can be valuable opportunities for students as well as tutors. Students:
· Might be able to help with project work e.g development of protocols
· May do a literature search

· May contribute to research bids or ethical approval applications
· Could do some data collection and analysis/evaluation/audit 

They value their SSC opportunities to develop skills, enhance knowledge and explore topics in more depth and to inform future career decisions. Some look to their SSCs as potential opportunities for publications, posters and conference presentations, as well as prizes. In addition, and SSCs contribute to  their academic ranking and Foundation applications.  Students are encouraged to develop a varied portfolio of SSCs, which can include sciences, clinical topics, humanities and languages. 

If you want to consider developing and providing SSCs a member of the SSC team can help get the process started and offer tips for success! 
http://virtualcampus.kcl.ac.uk/vc/medicine/ssc/sscgeneralinfo.aspx
SSC Key Dates
SSC Contacts
SSC Allocation and Progression
There are a total of 9 SSCs available to students over the standard 5 year MBBS course and in order to graduate students need to pass a minimum of 7 and therefore could potentially fail 2 SSC. However students must pass at least 1 SSC in every year apart from Phase 1.

Please NOTE there is no facility for students to retake SSCs.  Students are expected to attempt all 9 SSCs including the Phase 1 SSC even though failure does not mean failure to progress. In addition, if a student does not complete an SSC they will be awarded a failure and this will be entered on their transcript. 
Selection and allocation.

SSC Categories and Skills
SSCs are excellent opportunities for students to acquire a variety of skills, many of which are essential for professional practice.  Students will be able to gain skills in presentation, poster creation, audit, scholarly writing, the development and construction of arguments, critical review, the conduct of evidence and literature reviews, and to gain experience in research methodologies. Some SSCs are based on team working and collaboration; some on managing and interpreting complex data and computer skills for processing and analysing data. Descriptions of SSCs on the VC, to help in selection, include the list of skills that will be acquired, developed or honed. The SSCs are now categorised in relation to subject, content and some skills.
The 14 categories are:
· Audits
· Biomedical Science Laboratory based
· Biomedical Science Library projects
· Biomedical Science Taught Courses
· Careers

· Clinical Medicine Library Projects
· Clinical Medicine Taught Courses
· Community Medicine Library Projects
· Community Medicine Taught Courses
· Global Health
· Humanities
· Languages
· Other
· Self-directed. 

SSCs also feed directly into the skills expected of medical students as outlined in Tomorrow’s Doctors.

Many SSCs potentially facilitate students in their acquisition of some of the skills associated with Foundation Curriculum (http://www.foundationprogramme.nhs.uk/index.asp?page=home/keydocs#c&rg ).
Assessment  
The diversity of SSCs and approaches to assessment most suited to the topics, have enabled the SSC committee to devise assessment criteria that are standardised and applicable to the varied SSCs.

Assessment can be written with 5000 words maximum, equating to 100% weighting. (A viva may also be required to ensure the student has done this work and is fully conversant with it).
The most common assessments have two or more components typically a 3-4000 essay and 10-15 min presentation and are double marked (see table for guidance). Alternatively, assessment approaches could include artwork, a resource development, main stream examinations (eg sign language, modern language, Apothecaries SSCs) or other less conventional approaches can be accommodated.  All SSCs require 40% for a pass mark and marks are capped at 85%.

Deadlines for student submission and tutors’ marks are published and strict procedures are in place for extensions or mitigating circumstances. SSC tutors cannot give extensions – the procedures MUST be followed. If an extension is required the student must apply to the SSC Exam Board for one using the Extension Request form (http://www.kcl.ac.uk/college/policyzone/index.php?id=276) 
The SSC Assessment scale can be found here.
SSC Plagiarism Statement 
SSC Regulations 
SSC Marking Guidelines 

SSCs by year of course

Follow the link to your Year or Phase for details about SSC requirements.

	Year/Phase/Group
	Link on VC
	Academic Lead
	Requirement
	Day
	Semester/Rotation
	Comment/progression

	GPEP
	See appropriate year below
	 
	From Phase 3 as per main cohort
	 
	 
	Granted credits for previous years

	Transfer Students
	See appropriate year below
	 
	From Phase 3 as per main cohort
	 
	 
	Granted credits for previous years

	EMDP
	See MBBS 1 for EMDP 1A and MBBS 2 for EMDP 1B
	 Dr Alison Stenton
	At the start  of Phase 3, student must  have taken  3 SSCs and passed 2
	 
	 
	 

	Repeat Students
	As per repeating year
	 
	Must be as per the  year being repeated
	 
	 
	As per the full requirements of the re-sit year except Phase 4 and 5  

	MBBS 1
	VC Link
	Dr Maureen Docherty
	1 SSC
	Single Block
	End of exams in a block
	If students fail to participate without good reason and as a result fail the SSC this fact will be identified on their record; even though they will be allowed to progress to Year 2.

	MBBS 2
	VC Link
	Dr Stewart Paterson
	2 SSCs
	Tuesday
	Semester 1 and 2
	EMDP 1b Students complete second SSC as one block in May

	MBBS 3
	VC Link
	Professor R Swaminathan
	2 SSCs
	Thursday
	Rotation 1 and 2
	 

	MBBS 4
	VC Link
	Dr Ann Wylie
	2 SSCs
	Friday
	Rotation 1 and Elective portfolio in Rotation 2
	Repeating students discuss alternative SSCs for Rot 2 if elective portfolio adequate from previous year

	MBBS 5
	VC Link
	Mr Chu Yiu
	2 SSCs
	Flexible
	Elective poster  in Rotation 1 and other in  Rotation 2
	Repeating Phase 5 students are not required to re-submit their Elective poster and instead carry forward the mark from their previous year.



