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Q1. Explain the changing nature of globalisation and its relation with global climate change.

Ans.     Globalization is an ongoing and accelerating process that is restructuring and increasing the connections among economies, institutions, and civil societies. This dynamic and multidimensional process is integrating trade, production, and finance as well as strengthening global norms and global social forces. A constellation of forces drives globalization, including new and faster technologies (like computers) as well as the increasing dominance of capitalism and Western ideologies. In the simplest terms, it is leading to a ‘world as a single place’, where changes in distant lands affect people around the globe more quickly, and with greater frequency and intensity.

Globalization is altering the global environment. Few scholars of global environmental politics would challenge this statement. The nature of the change, however, is hotly debated. Some argue it is a source of progress and ingenuity and co-operation, of a future world with much better environmental conditions for all. Others argue it is accelerating the process of the capitalist exploitation of nature and humanity, spinning the globe faster and faster towards an ecological meltdown.

The optimists see globalization as a process that fosters economic growth and raises per capita incomes, both essential to generate the funds and political will for global environmental management. Optimists see other environmental benefits from globalization as well. It is promoting global integration and co-operation as well as common environmental norms and standards, which are enhancing the capacity of a system of sovereign states to manage problems like ozone depletion and climate change. It is pushing states to liberalize trade and foreign investment, promote specialization, and eliminate subsidies, which in the past have contributed to market failures and sub-optimal economic and environmental ………………….

Q2. Explain the importance of Rio Declaration on environment and development.

Ans.     It is a statement of principles upon which nations agreed to base their actions in dealing with environmental and development issues. The Rio Declaration built on the previous declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment which was adopted in Stockholm in 1972. The Stockholm conference was the first global environmental meeting of governments, which stated that long-term economic progress needs to be linked with environmental protection.

The preamble declares the goal of the Declaration to be a “new and equitable global partnership”. The last line of the preamble was added on the insistence of the NGOs, that the preamble should reflect both an ecosystem approach (integral and independent nature of the Earth) and a foundation in basic human morality by declaring it as our home.

Principle 1: Human beings are at the centre of concerns for sustainable development. They are entitled to a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature.

Principle 2: The right to development must be fulfilled so as to equitably meet developmental and environmental needs of present and future generations.

Principle 3: In order to achieve sustainable development, environmental protection shall constitute an integral part of the development ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Principle 7: To achieve sustainable development and a higher quality of life for all people, States should reduce and eliminate unsustainable patterns of production and consumption and promote appropriate demographic policies.

Principle 8: States should cooperate to strengthen endogenous capacity-building for sustainable development by improving scientific understanding through exchanges of scientific and technological knowledge, and by enhancing the development, adaptation, diffusion and transfer of technologies, including new and innovative technologies.

Principle 9: Environmental issues are best handled with the participation of all concerned citizens, at the relevant level. At the national level, each individual shall have appropriate access to information concerning the environment that is held by public authorities, including information on hazardous materials and activities in their communities, and the opportunity to participate in decision-making processes. States shall facilitate and encourage public awareness and participation by making information widely available. Effective access to judicial and administrative proceedings, including redress and remedy, shall be provided.

Principle 10: States shall enact effective environmental legislation. Environmental standards, management objectives and priorities should reflect the environmental and developmental context to which they apply. Standards applied by some countries may be inappropriate and of unwarranted economic and social cost to other countries, in particular developing countries.

Q3. Discuss the origin of NGOs and their impact on global politics in protection of   environment.

  …………………………………….

Q4. Explain the experiences of various developing countries under neo- liberal economic   reforms.

Ans:- ………………………………………… working people and NGOs, as well as an opportunity for cross-sectoral dialogue. It says that global institutions like the IMF or the World Bank must be more transparent and citizens groups from the developing world be given more voice in these powerful institutions.

The citizen groups feel that it is not possible to simply promote free trade and assume that this will benefit the environment in the long run. The short term cost to the environment might be too high. If we, the people of South Asia, are to continue on a path of economic and financial globalisation, then it is imperative that we also develop global rules and mechanisms to enforce those rules − that will protect the environment and human health. We would also argue that we must develop systems that will lead to a fairer distribution of wealth in the world.

Well-known intellectuals like Samir Amin and others who are associated with WSF argue that there should be regional cooperation among the Third World Countries. At the global level Asian, African and Latin American countries should come together. It is also necessary that the Asian and South Asian countries join hands to counter the negative impact of global forces. The formation of regional or sub regional cooperative endeavours is indeed imperative when resources are shared by the concerned countries and more so, when opportunities for accumulating common benefits are in place. While we should not ignore the possibilities of benefit from such cooperation, we must also ensure that these endeavours are based on natural concerns and share due advantages for each and every participating country.

For an accelerated economic development, sub-regional efforts should encompass some pragmatic steps. These include the simplification of tariff and taxation, and waiving of non-tariff barriers. To make sub-regional cooperation in the region meaningful, a wide array of current perspectives has to be taken into account. There are good possibilities for developing a workable economic interaction in the region, which can ensure a massive uplift of the socio-economic facade of the teeming millions here. But these possibilities are being overshadowed by huge trade imbalances between the countries in the region.

To boost sub-regional economic cooperation in trade, the first and foremost thrust has to be given to the development of the entire network of infrastructural facilities, which mainly entail transportation, telecommunication and banking. The physical constraints existing in the missing linkages in road and railway network will have to be overcome. The transit facilities have to be drawn and respected in the governance of an individual country’s economic sovereignty.

Q5.  Explain the following in your own words:      

a) Role of the World Bank.

Ans:- ………………………………….. — later to be known as the International Development Association (IDA).

The World Bank encompasses both the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) and the International Development Association (IDA). The former was established in 1945 following the Bretton Woods Conference and mainly provides development assistance and loans to middle income countries and creditworthy low income countries. The IBRD raises finance on the international capital markets. Only about 5 per cent of its funds come from the member countries. The IDA was established in 1960 and is more concerned with poverty reduction. It receives significant contributions from member countries (especially wealthy countries). The IDA, unlike IBRD, provides interest free loans (on paper) to countries who cannot afford commercial rates. Loans can be paid back in 35 – 40 years with a ten year grace period.

The World Bank is the largest multinational lending and technical agency for the Third World Development. Its mandate includes consolidating loans for large-scale development projects, as well as providing structural adjustment loans for countries that have balance of payment problems. In the 1970s, with McNamara at its helm, the World Bank’s resources increased manifold from $2.7 billion a year in 1968 to $8.7 billion a year in 1978. Besides an increase in funds, there was a greater focus on poverty reduction.

b) Narmada Bachao Andolan.

Ans.     Narmada Bachao Andolan is a social movement consisting of tribal people, adivasis, farmers, environmentalists and human rights activists against the Sardar Sarovar Dam being built across the Narmada River, Gujarat, India.

Narmada Bachao Andolan, together with its leading spokespersons Medha Patkar and Baba Amte, were the 1991 recipient of the Right Livelihood Award.

Narmada Bachao Andolan indeed reflects the culmination of acute dilemmas of development, and represents a process, which ended up in ‘developmental mess.’ The model of development not grounded in people-centric approach alienates the people who ultimately end up as opponents of that form of development than mere passive spectators. In such cases people’s participation as expression of freedom takes an antagonistic role. This is the price the non-participant approach has to pay in a society which is unequal and struck with a development process, giving rise to either under development or uneven development.

Background: Post-1947, investigations were carried out to evaluate mechanisms in utilizing water from the Narmada River, which flows into the Arabian Sea after passing through the states of Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Maharashtra. Due to inter-state differences in implementing schemes and sharing of water, the Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal was constituted by the Government of India on 6 October …………………………..

SECTION-II

Write a short note on each part of the question in about 250 words:

 Q6.  a)  Role of MNCs and TNCs in economic globalisation.

Ans.     TNCs have been active at the international level from the days of mercantilism for the last five centuries. These companies were the major link between producers in the developing world and consumers in the most industrialized countries. The companies have brought to Northern countries consumables and raw materials produced across a range of developing countries. Small numbers of TNCs still dominate global commodity markets and steadily the role and importance of the TNCs in the international trading system has been increasing. Collectively, these corporations operating in more than one country now account for about one-quarter of global output. International production carried out under the auspices of these companies is growing far more rapidly than other economic indicators. Global economic integration, to a large extent, is the product of integrated corporate production systems. The annual foreign sales of the largest 100 TNCs amount to $2.1 trillion. This is equivalent to about 7 per cent of the …………………….

b) Mining project in Sri Lanka

Q7.  a)  Climate Change Convention,1992

Ans:- ………………………….. which is in addition to natural climate variability observed over comparable time periods”. This convention aims to stabilize the GHG emissions. The convention lays down general commitments applicable to all (annexed as well as non-annexed) state parties. These are to limit GHG emissions, gather relevant information, develop plans to mitigate and adapt to climate change, and cooperate in research and development. Under the convention, state parties fall into two categories, Annexed and Non-Annexed states. Annexed states are sub-divided into Annex-I (consisting of industrial states, OECD states and economies in transition) and Annex-II states (consisting only of OECD States). Annex-I states have specific commitments to bring down their GHG emission to 1990 level. Annex-II states also have to bring down the GHG emissions but their baseline limit is not 1990. The baseline can be voluntarily fixed by them. In 1997, Kyoto Protocol was attached to the convention to supplement it.

b) Role of Bretton Woods Institutions in environmental protection.

 Ans.    The Bretton Woods Institutions are the World Bank, and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). They were set up at a meeting of 43 countries in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, USA in July 1944. Their aims were to help rebuild the shattered post-war economy and to promote international economic co-operation. The original Bretton Woods agreement also included plans for an International Trade Organization (ITO) but these lay dormant until the World Trade Organization (WTO) was created in the early-1990s.

The creation of the World Bank and the IMF came at the end of the Second World War. They were based on the ideas of a trio of key experts —US Treasury Secretary Henry Morganthau, his chief economic advisor Harry Dexter White, and British economist John Maynard Keynes. They wanted to establish a post-war economic order based on notions of consensual decision-making and co-operation in the realm of trade and economic relations. It was felt by leaders of the Allied countries, particularly the US and Britain, that a multilateral framework was needed to overcome the destabilizing effects of the …………………………….

Q8.  a) Impact of environmental calamities on society.

Ans.     A natural calamity is the effect of a natural hazard (e.g. flood, tornado, hurricane, volcanic eruption, earthquake, heat wave or landslide). It leads to financial, environmental or human losses. The resulting loss depends on the vulnerability of the affected population to resist the hazard, also called their resilience. Natural environmental calamities are the result of preceding human activities. Natural calamities can be of different kinds, but the similarity in all, is their massive destruction in the area of their occurrence. Devastating fire accidents, eruptions and explosions, mining accidents, pollution of global commons, nuclear and industrial accidents, wars and civil conflicts are some of the examples of natural calamities.

Basically, the natural calamities can be classified into three types, i.e. sudden calamity, insidious and wars. The damage to the environment is through emission of pollutants and release of effluents, industrial …………………………………….

b) National calamities and man-made disasters.

Ans. Man-made disasters are disasters resulting from man-made  hazards (threats having an element of human intent, negligence or error or involving a failure of a man-made system), as opposed to natural disasters resulting from natural hazards. Man-made disasters are sometimes referred to as anthropogenic.

Man-made disasters may be classified into three types:

Sudden disasters: Sudden disasters are those in which human factors are responsible, rather than natural factors. The release of Methyl Isocyanate at the pesticide plant in Bhopal, India in 1984 and the leakage of radioactive substances following an explosion at the Chernobyl nuclear power reactor in the Soviet Union in 1986 are a couple of examples of sudden disasters. Sudden disasters that are considered ‘natural’ may often be caused by preceding human activities. Mining catastrophes, earthquakes, sudden floods and landslides may be the result of indiscriminate deforestation or of construction of dams or by seemingly unrelated human activity.

Insidious and continuing disasters: Insidious and continuing disasters include examples like the leakage of toxic chemicals from a dump site at Love Canal in Buffalo; the tainting of the soil in Times Beach with dioxin oils sprayed on the roads and leakage of radioactive materials dumped at wastage dumps at nuclear weapons production facilities.

War and civil conflicts: Since World War II, there have been about 127 wars and civil conflicts resulting in 21.8 million deaths involving more than 50 per cent of civilians. The proportion of civilian casualties has been increasing in the wide ranging air strikes and modern warfare tactics putting entire populations at risk. Disrupting food production, imperilling fragile ecosystem and forcing native populations to flee from their natural habitats, have been the results of war and civil conflicts.

Q9.  a) Environmental impact assessment.

Ans:- Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a process of evaluating the likely environmental impacts of a proposed project or development, taking into account inter-related socio-economic, cultural and human-health impacts, both beneficial and adverse.

UNEP defines Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) as a tool used to identify the environmental, social and economic impacts of a project prior to decision-making. It aims to predict environmental impacts at an early stage in project planning and design, find ways and means to reduce adverse impacts, shape projects to suit the local environment and present the predictions and options to decision-makers. By using EIA both environmental and economic benefits can be achieved, such as reduced cost and time of project implementation and design, avoided treatment/clean-up costs and impacts of laws and regulations.

Although legislation and practice vary around the world, the fundamental components of an EIA would necessarily involve the following stages:

Screening to determine which projects or developments require a full or partial impact assessment study;

Scoping to identify which potential impacts are relevant to assess (based on legislative requirements, international conventions, expert knowledge and public involvement), to identify alternative solutions that avoid, mitigate or compensate adverse impacts on biodiversity (including the option of not proceeding with the development, finding alternative designs or sites which avoid the impacts, incorporating safeguards in the design of the project, or providing compensation for adverse impacts), and finally to derive terms of reference for the impact assessment;

………………………

b) Environmental challenges to business.

 Q10. a) Right to clean environment. 

Ans.     Environmental degradation is one of the most severe problems facing humanity and other life forms on our planet today. Many people do not have access to clean air and drinking water and experience health problems due to the increasing pollution. Yet, the existence of international environmental law is underrepresented in the international legal system.

First is to examine whether a human right to a clean environment exists in international law. It mainly approaches this question from two different angles. At first, some main international environmental law documents will be introduced in order to display their status and find out whether they can justify environmental protection for humans. This also aims to give a basic idea about international environmental law under the auspices of the United Nations, because environmental law seems to be underrepresented in the international legal literature.

But international environmental law turns out to be very vague. About 200 treaties are registered under the United Nations environmental programme register and in total there are about 900 bi- and multilateral treaties.

Many of these treaties are “soft law” and do not seem sufficient to claim a human right to a clean environment. Thus, international ……………………………………

b) Multicultural initiatives to protect environment.

Ans:- College of Saint Mary is seeking an enthusiastic, innovative, and strategic individual to fill the newly created position of Director of Multicultural Initiatives. This position is critical to the success of an inclusive campus where cultural pluralism and global citizenship thrive. The Director has responsibilities for the coordination of curricular and cocurricular multicultural programing spanning across the University. Programming includes competency education, strategies for achieving an inclusive campus, assisting multicultural student groups and summer academies. The Director co-directs the Inclusive Campus Coordinating Council.

This position offers the best of both worlds – the opportunity to make an immediate impact working in a smaller, mission-focused, personalized environment while living in the middle of a large, thriving metropolitan city!

Supervision:
