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Better Question Is 

• What Is The NBRC Doing FOR Me? 



Functions of NBRC 

• Determine the job respiratory therapists 

 perform 

• Develop examinations that relate to 

 performance of the job 

• Administer and score examinations 

• Award credentials to persons who pass 

• Ensure NBRC credentials continue to 

 have value 



The NBRC …. 

• Was originally formed in November 1960 to 
credential respiratory (Inhalational) therapists 

• Has supported the profession through 
development of national credentials for over 50 
years 

• Acts to ensure the continued recognition and 
value of NBRC credentials 



The NBRC is sponsored by four 

professional organizations 

• American Association for Respiratory Care 

(AARC)  15 Board Members 

• American College of Chest Physicians 

(ACCP) 5 Board Members 

• American Thoracic Society (ATS) 5 Board 

Members 

• American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA) 

5 Board Members 

• Public Member – Elected by Board  



NBRC Credentials are 

Standards of Excellence 
• Certified Respiratory Therapist (CRT) 

• Registered Respiratory Therapist (RRT) 

• Certified Pulmonary Function Technologist 

(CPFT) 

• Registered Pulmonary Function Technologist 

(RPFT) 

• Neonatal/Pediatric Respiratory Care Specialist 

(CRT-NPS or RRT-NPS) 

• Sleep Disorders Specialist (CRT-SDS or RRT-SDS) 

• Adult Critical Care Specialist (RRT-ACCS) 



NBRC Credentialing Examinations 

• Daily testing by computer Monday-Saturday 

• Two sessions per day - 9:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.  

• Offered at over 180 Assessment Centers 
throughout the country 

• Locations and maps for driving directions are 
available on the NBRC website:  www.nbrc.org 



What’s New With Examinations at the 

NBRC? 



Over the last 4 job 

analysis studies, the 

subset of RRT-only 

content shown in red has 

shrunk 



Future Concept 



New Therapist Multiple-Choice Examination 

• Examination length remains at 140 scored 

items and 20 items that are being 

pretested 

– Test length will remain the same so the 

licensure burden will remain constant 

– Psychometric properties of an examination of 

this length have been strong and candidates’ 

characteristics change slowly 

 



New Therapist Multiple-Choice Examination 

• One examination with two cut scores 

– Candidates achieving test scores equal to or 

greater than the low cut score will be awarded 

with Certified Respiratory Therapist credential 

– Candidates achieving test scores equal to or 

greater than the high cut score will be able to 

apply for the Clinical Simulation Examination 



New Therapist Multiple-Choice Examination 

• Administration will begin mid January 2015 

• Job analysis was completed in 2012 

• Detailed Content Outline developed and being evaluated 

• Studies between now and 2015 

– Relate examination outcomes to job performance 

• 2013-2014 criterion validation and test bias 

– Determine cut scores 

• 2014 passing point 

 



NBRC Credentials (12/31/13) 

• 225,716 CRT credentials earned 

• 135,242 RRT credentials earned 

• 90,276 persons who have received the 

 CRT have not achieved the RRT 

• 8144 CRT credentials earned in 2012 

• 6721 RRT credentials earned in 2012 

• 267 SDS credentials earned since began 

• 404 RRT-ACCS credentials earned since 

 July 2012 

 



Success Rates 

• CRT first attempt pass rate 78 – 80% 

• Repeat attempts  28% 

• WRRT first attempt pass rate 63 – 66% 

• Repeat attempts 33% 

• CSE first attempt pass rate 57 – 60% 

• Repeat attempts 48% 

• SDS first attempt pass rate 85% 

• ACCS first attempt pass rate 85% 



Clinical Simulation Examination 
• Instant scoring demands selection of 

problems for new test forms that have 

been pretested or previously used 

– After a decade, keeping examination content 

current became an increasing challenge 



Clinical Simulation Examination 

• Give the examination committee smaller 

content elements from which test forms 

are assembled 

– Decrease the length of each problem 

– Double the number of problems 

• Keep testing time the same at 4 hours 



Score Accuracy 
• Simulation test scores have been sufficiently accurate, 

but have the potential to be enhanced 

– Increasing items or measurement units will increase 

accuracy 

– IG and DM scores will be combined into one total test 

score to which one cut score will be applied 

• From the psychometric perspective, there will be 

one long test instead of two short tests 

 



• Combining IG and DM scores shifts the 

area of concern 

– Some candidates could compensate for 

low DM scores when IG scores are added 

– The board has directed the examination 

committee to increase IG section pass 

levels 

– Successful candidates will have to score 

near the average for DM and IG 
 



NBRC Credentials are  

recognized by… 

• State licensure agencies 

– Currently, all of the states that regulate 

respiratory care practice recognize the national 

CRT Examination as the requisite examination 

for demonstrating competence at beginning 

practice and allow CRTs and RRTs to receive 

licenses by reciprocity or endorsement without 

re-examination.  



www.NBRC.org 

• NBRC Horizons 

• Active Directory 

• ALL Listing of Credentialed Practitioners 

• Annual Renewal 

• Pins/Patches/Credential Verification Requests 

• Examination Information and Scheduling 

• Practice Examinations 

• Self-Assessment Examinations 

 



Examination Incentives… 

• Discounted Examination Fees 

– $50 off the RRT Examination fees when application 
for both WRRT and CSE submitted within 60 days of 
earning the CRT credential (90 days to test) 

– $50 off the RPFT Examination fee when application 
is submitted within 60 days of earning the CPFT 
credential 

– $50 off the Neonatal/Pediatric Examination fee 
when application submitted within 60 days of 
earning the RRT credential 

 

 

 



Examination Incentives… 

• Marketing agreement with AARC that allows 

members to receive a $40 discount on one 

examination of choice (excluding the CRT 

Examination) as a first-time test taker 



Online Practice Examinations 

• www.nbrc.org 

• Practice examinations are available 
for all NBRC examinations 

• Free of charge 

http://www.nbrc.org/


Web-Based Self-Assessment 

Examinations (SAEs) 

• www.nbrc.org 

• Purchase online through our LXR Store 

• SAEs available for all NBRC examinations 

• Program directors may purchase group orders 
online paying by credit card or requesting an 
invoice with net 60 terms 

 

http://www.nbrc.org/


Examination Results 

• Instant scoring of examinations provides 
candidate with results as they leave testing 
center 

• The NBRC shares examination results with state 
licensure agencies using the entry-level CRT 
Examination for licensure 

• The NBRC shares examination results with 
accredited education programs and the 
Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory 
Care (CoARC) 

 



Continuing Competency Program 

• Requires all individuals who earn an NBRC 
credential on or after July 1, 2002 to participate 

• Credentials earned after July 1, 2002 are valid 
for five years 

• Continuing Competency Program does not effect 
credentials earned prior to July 1, 2002, but 
individuals can voluntarily participate in the 
program 



Continuing Competency Program 

Requirements 

• CE Credit – 30 hours/5 years 
– AARC CRCE approved courses  

– Respiratory care specific courses approved for 
state license renewal/continuing education 

– Iowa requires 24 for each two year renewal 

– Two separate and unrelated processes 

• Pass examination for highest credential held 

• Pass examination not previously completed 

• $25 per year to maintain active status with 
 the NBRC 



CCP Implementation Actions 

• General information is provided through the 

annual renewal process 

• Additional Notices: 
– one year prior to expiration - official notice 

– six months prior to expiration 

– 90-days prior to expiration  

– 30-days prior to expiration 

• New Notice:  Anniversary Card Emails 
– Sent every year to practitioners who are subject to the CCP in 

the month they originally earned the credential 

– Also sent as a thank you to practitioners not subject to the 

CCP 



CCP Continuing Education Submission 

• Online process at www.nbrc.org 

• Random audit 

• Simple and easy 

• Can renew via CE up until the day before 

credential expires 



What’s New at the NBRC? 

•New admission requirements 

•TMC must be graduate of CoARC 
accredited program 

•ACCS, NPS, SDS 6 months since 
receiving CRT 

•3 months since receiving RRT 
 

 



What’s New at the NBRC? 
• Adult Critical Care Specialists Launched July 17, 2012 

– Admissions Requirements & Fees: 
• Be an RRT with at least one year of full-time clinical experience in a 

critical care setting (e.g. intensive care unit, emergency department, 
post-anesthesia recovery unit, long-term acute care setting) 

• New applicant:  $300 

• Repeat applicant: $250 

– Credential designation is RRT-ACCS 

– Free RRT-ACCS Practice Test is available on the NBRC website 

– Full length Self-Assessment Examination is also available on the 

NBRC website 

 

 







Examination Costs 

• Fee for the new ACCS examination is $300 

• Fees are determined by length and type of examination 

• Cost of developing and maintaining the examination will 

 never be paid for by examination fees candidates pay 

• NBRC committed to offering examinations that are 

 desired by respiratory care community 

• None of the specialty examinations are self sustaining 

• Annual renewal fees help cover costs of these 

 examinations 

• AMP helps hold examination development and 

 administration costs in control 



What’s New at the NBRC? 

• The AASM has officially recognized the CRT-SDS and RRT-

SDS credentials in its Standards for Accreditation for 

Sleep Disorders Centers 

• New Neonatal/Pediatric Specialty Examination test 

specifications were implemented in August 2011 

• Job analysis for the CRT and RRT examinations was 

completed in 2012 

• Detailed Content Outline created based on results 

• Presented at Summer Forum in 2013 



Comparing Content 

Distributions  
 

• Items on Examinations   

•      DOMAIN                CRT TMC   

• I. PATIENT DATA  26  55   

• II. EQUIPMENT          29  20   

• III. INTERVENTIONS  85  65   

• Totals                         140  140   

 



Comparing Cognitive Level 

Distributions 
 

• Items on Examinations   

• LEVEL                 CRT  TMC   

• RECALL          35  31   

• APPLICATION  74  61   

• ANALYSIS          31  48   

• Totals                140   140   

 



Other NBRC Activities 

• Active Status renewal allows CRTs, RRTs, 
Neonatal/Pediatric Respiratory Care Specialists, Sleep 
Disorders Specialists, Adult Critical Care Specialists, 
and CPFTs and RPFTs to certify active practice under 
medical direction 

• Quarterly newsletter- NBRC HORIZONS 

• NBRC DIRECTORY of Active Credentialed Practitioners 

• ALL Directory of Credentialed Practitioners 



Keep Your Information Current with 

the NBRC 

• Change of Address 

• E-mail Address 

• Can be Completed Online at www.nbrc.org 

• Renew your Active Status with the NBRC 

Annually 

http://www.nbrc.org/


It’s All About the Money 

• Computer based testing begun in 2000 

• Cost of CRT Examination in 2000? 

• $190 

• Cost of CRT Examination today? 

• $190 

• Cost of annual renewal in 2000? 

• $25 

• Cost of annual renewal today? 

• $25 



It’s All About the Money 

• Cost of a gallon of gas in 2000? 

• $1.75 9/10  

• Cost of a gallon of gas today? 

• $4.23 9/10 

• Cost of a package or Oreos  in 2000? 

• $2.99 / 16 ounces 

• Cost of a today? 

• $4.59 / 15.5 ounces 

• NBRC fees have not increased in over 12 years 

• Relative costs have decreased due to inflation 



The NBRC Supports the 

Profession by... 

• Contributing to the American Respiratory Care 
Foundation (ARCF) to support education recognition 
awards, education and credentialing research grants, 
and the AARC International Fellowship Program 

• Supporting the Lambda Beta Society, including 
funding of three scholarships by the NBRC’s 
subsidiary corporation 



Other NBRC Activities 

• Active Status renewal allows CRTs, RRTs, 
Neonatal/Pediatric Respiratory Care Specialists, Sleep 
Disorders Specialists, Adult Critical Care Specialists, 
and CPFTs and RPFTs to certify active practice under 
medical direction 

• Quarterly newsletter- NBRC HORIZONS 

• NBRC DIRECTORY of Active Credentialed Practitioners 

• ALL Directory of Credentialed Practitioners 



 



 



 



 



How to Contact the NBRC… 

NBRC Executive Office 

18000 W. 105th Street 

Olathe, KS 66061 

Toll Free - 888-341-4811 

913-895-4900 

Fax 913-895-4650 

www.nbrc.org 

nbrc-info@nbrc.org 

Thank You!   

http://www.nbrc.org/
mailto:nbrc-info@nbrc.org
mailto:nbrc-info@nbrc.org
mailto:nbrc-info@nbrc.org



