FAQs

Fellow Programme in Management (FPM)

1. What is FPM at IIM Indore?

FPM stands for the Fellow Programme in Management. It is a Doctoral level programme in

management offered by the Indian Institute of Management Indore.

2. What are the eligibility criteria for admission to the FPM at IIM Indore?

A candidate seeking admission into the FPM at IIM Indore should have:

Master’s degree in any discipline, with at least 55 per cent marks (High second class) and at

least 50% marks at Bachelors’ degree* level

OR

Five year/ four year Integrated Masters’ Degree programme in any discipline, with at least 55

percent marks

OR

Professional qualifications like CA, ICWA, CS with at least 55 percent marks in professional

qualification and at least 50% marks at Bachelors’ degree* level

OR

4 year/8 semester Bachelor’s degree with at least 60 percent marks or equivalent grade point

average

Those in their final year of Masters’ or Bachelors’ degree (B.E / B. Tech/ Architecture

/M.B.B.S.) in any discipline can also apply. Such candidate, if selected will be permitted to

join the programme provisionally subject to the submission of a certificate, issued on or

before June 30, of the same year of admission, from the head of the institution implicitly

emphasizing that he/she has completed all requirements for obtaining the degree before June

30, of the same year of admission.

*The candidate must hold a Bachelors Degree of any of the Universities incorporated by an Act

of central or state legislature in India or other educational institutions established by an Act

of Parliament or declared to be deemed as a University under section 3 of UGC Act, 1956, or

possess an equivalent qualification recognized by the Ministry of HRD, Government of India.

The Bachelor’s Degree or equivalent qualification obtained by the candidate must entail a

minimum of three years of education after completing higher secondary schooling (10+2) or

equivalent.

3. Who should apply?

The FPM seeks high quality candidates with strong academic background, and intellectual

curiosity needed for research activity and scholarship in management.

4. What is the process of admission to the programme?

Admission to the FPM at IIM Indore involves three stages stage whose broad outlines are as

under:

Stage 1:

Application screening based on

• 10th / 12th / Graduation

• Institute classification (MHRD list)

• Any other, as decided by FPM Admission Committee

Stage 2:

Briefing and Written Test

• Shortlisted candidates will be briefed about the structure of the

Fellow Programme in Management at 5 locations, viz. New Delhi,

Mumbai, Bangalore, Kolkata and Indore

• Written test : 1 + 1 hour format – covering – Analytical ability

and Research writing

• Candidates having a minimum CAT-2015 test score as

decided by the admissions committee will be exempted

from Part-I of the FPM-2016 written test, however such

candidates will be required to appear for Part-II of the

written test comprising of research writing.

• Candidates having CAT-2015 test score must specifically

mention their score on the application form and also attach

the copy of the transcript.

Stage 3:

Personal Interviews at IIM Indore campus*

*Personal Interview

Short-listed candidates will be invited for a personal interview and further evaluation at IIM

Indore. Not all candidates are called for personal interview and no communication will be

sent to those who are not shortlisted for interview/ selected for admission.

5. How do I apply?

Applications for admission to the FPM are invited through an advertisement / notice published

in various newspapers and also uploaded on the website. Interested candidates may

download the application form from our website and send the duly filled application form by

Post to the below mentioned address along with a demand draft of Rs. 500/- (Rupees Five

Hundred Only) drawn on any nationalised bank in favour of Indian Institute of Management

Indore payable at Indore on or before 29th January 2016. The application form should be

accompanied by all relevant certificates and testimonials duly self-attested. Incomplete

application forms or those which are not accompanied by the demand draft and / or self-

attested copies of relevant certificates will not be processed further.

Address for sending the application form and attachments

Fellow Programme in Management Office,

Indian Institute of Management Indore

Prabandh Shikhar, Rau Pithampur road

Indore, Madhya Pradesh

Pin – 453 556

6. What are the Areas of specialization being offered by IIM Indore in FPM?

IIM Indore is presently offering the following Areas of Specialization

▪ Economics

▪ Finance & Accounting

▪ Information Systems

▪ Marketing Management

▪ Operations Management and Quantitative Techniques

▪ Organizational Behaviour and Human Resource Management

▪ Strategic Management

▪ Communication

7. Can I apply in more than one Area?

No, a candidate can apply in only one area of specialization.

8. Does the programme accept international students?

Yes, international students can also apply.

9. Is there any fee to be paid by candidate, if selected for admission?

Yes, selected candidates are required to deposit a commitment fee of Rs. 50,000/- (Rupees

Fifty Thousand Only). This fee has to be paid at the time of acceptance of the offer and has

to be made vide a demand draft of Rs. 50,000/- (Rupees Fifty Thousand only) drawn on a

nationalized bank favouring Indian Institute of Management Indore payable at Indore.

10. Is the FPM at IIM Indore very difficult?

The institute expects high academic rigor and integrity. It has stringent requirements at every

stage of the programme. The candidates who are unable to meet the requirements are asked

to resign from the programme.

11. What are the important stages in the FPM program?

Stage 1: Coursework

Coursework duration: 15 months

Coursework break-up

▪ Foundation Courses

: 32 credits to be completed in the first

six months of the coursework

▪ PGP courses

: 12 credits (can be completed anytime

during the course work. The courses

will be identified by the Academic

Area

▪ FPM Compulsory courses

: 18 credits (to be completed during

the course work period as scheduled

by the FPM office)

▪ FPM Area / Related area

: Up to 44 credits from area and

related area courses

Sr. No. Term

Duration Contents

1

Term I

6 months Foundation courses (32 credits), FPM Compulsory

courses (6 credits), PGP-I courses (8-12 credits)

2

Term II 3 months PGP courses (0-4 credits), FPM Compulsory, Area

and Related area courses

3

Term III 3 months PGP courses (0-4 credits), FPM Compulsory, Area

and Related area courses

4

Term IV 3 months PGP courses (0-4 credits), FPM Compulsory, Area

and Related area courses

Total

104-106 Credits

Stage 2: Comprehensive Examination

On completion of the course work, the participants take the area comprehensive examination

(ACE). The area comprehensive examination tests whether the participant has obtained a

satisfactory level of knowledge in his/her field of specialization and whether he/she has

satisfactorily integrated the various courses taken in the area.

Stage 3: Thesis and dissertation

After passing the comprehensive examination, the participant enters the thesis stage. Each

participant will be advised by a Thesis Advisory Committee (comprising 3 or 4 faculty

members). The participant first develops a thesis proposal, for which he/she identifies a

thesis topic. The Thesis Advisory Committee [TAC] of the participant, arranges a public

seminar on the thesis proposal for the IIMI academic community. After approval of the thesis

proposal the participant works closely with the TAC on his/her thesis. On completion of the

thesis research, the participant gives a public seminar, submits the thesis and defends the

same.

Refer the website for details http://www.iimidr.ac.in/iimi/pages/institute/fpm-

curriculum.php

12. Is waiver from first year courses is available to those who have an MBA/PGP/PGPX

degree?

Eligible candidates selected into the programme can apply for waiver of the first module

(foundation courses) of the Fellow Programme in Management: for details

http://www.iimidr.ac.in/iimi/pages/institute/fpm-curriculum.php. Waiver is not automatic,

one has to apply for waiver on selection.

13. How do I choose my research topic?

FPM students can choose a research topic of their interest and motivation under the

supervision of a suitable Thesis Advisory Committee (TAC) with whom they have to work

towards their thesis.

14. What support is available for presenting research papers in Indian and international

conferences?

FPM participants are encouraged to present papers, which have been submitted to and

accepted at professional conferences. IIM Indore provides financial support for such

participation subject to certain terms and conditions.

15. Is FPM from IIM Indore considered as equivalent to a Ph. D?

It is a doctoral level programme. We are in the process of getting the programme recognized

as equivalent to Ph.D. from Association of Indian Universities. Fellows from IIMs are hired by

other IIMs and business schools as faculty members.

16. What is expected from FPM students?

FPM students are required to do research work and publish quality research papers of

international standard.

17. Do I apply for a specific area or can I choose my area after getting admission?

Students here are admitted by specific areas. You can apply in only one area of specialization

of your interest. Change in area may be allowed in select cases on the completion of the first

(foundation courses) subject to certain terms and conditions.

18. How much time does it take to complete the FPM at IIM Indore?

With restructured programme candidates should be able to finish the course in 3.5 to 4 years.

The maximum duration within which a candidate is supposed to complete the degree is six

years.

19. What's the degree/title that I get at the completion of the course?

On successful completion of all requirements of the programme, the participant is conferred

the title "Fellow of the Indian Institute of Management Indore" at the annual convocation of

the Institute.

20. How do I sustain with my family for these four years?

IIMI provides one of the best financial packages for doctoral students. Currently the eligible

students as per norms are provided the fellowship grant/stipend of Rs. 27,000/- per month

during their course work (Term-I, II III and IV) and Rs.33,000/-per month after clearing the

area comprehensive exam.

21. Do FPM students get any other financial support to meet academic expenses?

Yes, the institute provides a contingency grant of Rs.25,000/- per annum. This grant can be

used for supporting the research efforts and is subject to the norms of the programme.
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22. Do FPM students get accommodation in hostel?

FPM is a fully residential programme and the participants are required to stay in the hostel.

Limited number of married accommodation is also available (subject to availability and other

rules).

23. How many students get selected per year?

The selection is area specific and entirely depends on the candidate’s performance. There is

no lower or upper limit as such. Generally we offer admission to 20-25 students per year.

24. What is the last date for submitting the application?

The last date for submitting the application form for FPM-2016 batch complete in all aspects

is 29th January 2016.

