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About NICL: National Insurance Company Limited (NICL) is a state owned general

insurance company in India. The company headquartered at Kolkata was established in 1906 and
nationalised in 1972. Apart from being a leading insurance provider in India, NICL also

serves Nepal.

Products and Services: NICL has a range of coverage policies targeting different sectors:-

« Personal Insurance policies include medical insurance, accident, property and auto insurance
coverage

o Rural Insurance policies provide protection against natural and climatic disasters for agriculture
and rural businesses

« Industrial Insurance policies provide coverage for project, construction, contracts, fire,
equipment loss, theft, etc.

« Commercial Insurance policies provide protection against loss and damage of property during
transportation, transactions, etc.

Pattern of NICL Exam for Assistant :

Sr.no | Subject No. of Maximum
Questions Marks
1. Reasoning 40 50
2. Numerical Ability 40 50
3. English 40 50
4. General Awareness 40 50
5. Computer knowledge 40 50
Total 200 250

Online Examination:- Various Dates in April.

There will be 40 Questions Carrying 50 marks In Assistant and Generalist Exam and 30
Questions carrying 30 Marks in Administrative officers Scale 1 Specialist Exam from GA
Portion.
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Indian Insurance Industry- An Introduction

The insurance industry of India consists of 52 insurance companies of which 24 are in life
insurance business and 28 are non-life insurers. Among the life insurers, Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) is the sole public sector company. Out of 28 non-life insurance companies,
five private sector insurers are registered to underwrite policies exclusively in health, personal
accident and travel insurance segments. They are Star Health and Allied Insurance Company Ltd,
Apollo Munich Health Insurance Company Ltd, Max Bupa Health Insurance Company Ltd,
Religare Health Insurance Company Ltd and Cigna TTK Health Insurance Company Ltd.

Market Size:-India's life insurance sector is the biggest in the world with about 36 crore
policies which are expected to increase at a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 12-15 per
cent over the next five years. The insurance industry plans to hike penetration levels to five per
cent by 2020, and could top the US$ 1 trillion mark in the next seven years.

Investments:- Insurance sector of India needs capital infusion of Rs 50,000 crore (US$ 8.06
billion) to expand, maintain a healthy capital base and improve solvency standards, according to
Insurance Regulatory Development Authority (IRDA).
e Kotak Mahindra Bank became the first bank to get the permission from Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) to set up a wholly-owned non-life insurance company.

Government Initiatives:-The Government of India has taken a number of initiatives to boost the
insurance industry. Some of them are as follows:
e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has allowed banks to become insurance brokers,
permitting them to sell policies of different insurance firms subject to certain conditions.
e The select committee of the Rajya Sabha gave its approval, permitting 49 per cent
composite foreign equity investment in insurance companies.
e The Government of India plans to launch a new insurance scheme to protect farmers and
their incomes against production and price risks.
« Under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, it has been decided that even those accounts
which had been opened prior to August 28, 2014 and have zero balance will get Rs
100,000 (US$ 1,612.55) insurance cover.

Insurance Regulatory & Development Authority (IRDA):- Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India (IRDA) is an autonomous apex statutory body which regulates and
develops the insurance industry in India. It was constituted by a Parliament of India act

called Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority Act, 1999 and duly passed by

the Government of India.

The headquarters of IRDA is at Hyderabad, Telangana where it shifted from Delhi in 2001. The
chairman of IRDA is T.S. Vijayan.

IRDA batted for a hike in the foreign direct investment (FDI) limit to 49 per cent in the insurance
sector from the erstwhile 26 per cent. The FDI limit in insurance sector was raised to 49% in July
2014.
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Insurance Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2015:- The Insurance Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2015 passed
by the Lok Sabha on 4th March, 2015 and by the Rajya Sabha on 12th March, 2015.

Some key provisions of bill:-

Hikes Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) cap in the insurance sector to 49 percent from present
26 percent.

Establishment of Life Insurance Council and the General Insurance Council. They will act as
self-regulating bodies for the insurance sector.

Allows PSU general insurers to raise funds from the capital market. It also provides for
increased penalty to deter multilevel marketing of insurance products.

Imprisonment of up to 10 years for selling policies without registration with the insurance
regulator.

Prohibits an insurer from challenging the life insurance policy on any ground after a period of
three years of selling it.

It should be noted that the hike in FDI of insurance sector has potential to attract up to 7-8
billion US dollars from overseas foreign investors

Banking and Business News

1. Government has decided to separate the post of Chairman and Managing Director (MD)
and Chief  Executive Officer (CEQ) in public sector banks. In pursuance of the decision,
the government has appointed four Managing Directors and CEOs of following 4 PSU
banks:

« Koteeswaran was named as MD and CEO of Indian Overseas Bank.

e Srinivas was named as MD and CEO of United Bank of India.

e« Animesh Chauhan was named MD and CEO of Oriental Bank of Commerce.
e Kishore Sansi was nhamed MD and CEO of Vijaya Bank.

Above 4 MD’s and CEOQO'’s will have tenure of 3 years or till the date of superannuation,
whichever is earlier.

2. Microsoft’s Digital Crimes Unit filed a civil lawsuit in federal court against Indian company
C-Cubed Solutions for misusing its name and registered trademarks by providing
fraudulent technical support services to unsuspecting consumers. Microsoft decided to sue
these entities after they had received more 65,000 customer complaints regarding
fraudulent tech support scams since May 2014.

3. ICICI Bank has launched its own ‘digital village' project while adopting an entire village in
Gujarat to provide services ranging from cashless banking to digitised school teaching. It
was launched presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and ICICI Bank MD and CEO
Chanda Kochar to mark 60-year-celebration of the ICICI group’s existence.

¢ Digital village has three themes -- cashless, comprehensive and connected.
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e Village, named Akodara, in Sabarkantha district of Gujarat incidentally happens to
be the same place where Modi started Gujarat's first animal hostel in 2011 when he
was the Chief Minister of the state

Know-Your-Customers (KYC) rules for Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) relaxed
by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). As per RBI notification, the KYC exercise will be
required to be done in three ways and they are:-

For High-risk individual and entities— in at least every 2 years

For medium risk individuals and entities - in at least every 8 years

For low risk individuals and entities — in at least every 10 years

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) signed an information sharing agreement with United States
(US) banking regulators for better coordination with them in supervising financial
institutions.

India’s largest private sector bank Industrial Credit and Investment Corporation

of India (ICICI) Bank has launched country’s first ‘contactless’ debit and credit cards.

e These cards will provide its customers to make electronic payments by waving the
cards near the merchant terminal instead of dipping or swiping.

e These cards are based on the Near Field Communication (NFC) technology and
powered by MasterCard contactless and Visa payWave technologies.

Kotak Mahindra Bank received its shareholders nod for merger of Bengalaru-
headquartered ING Vysya Bank with itself. It was approved by the 99.30 per cent in
number representing 99.93 per cent in value of the shareholders present.

Tata’s Vistara airline started domestic flight operation in India. Vistara airline is a joint
venture of Tata Sons and Singapore Airlines (SIA).

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on
Supervisory Cooperation and Exchange of Supervisory Information with Brazil’s Central
Bank- Banco Central do Brasil (BCB). This MoU was signed by Anthero de Moraes
Meirelles, Deputy Governor for Supervision, BCB and S.S. Mundra, Deputy Governor,
Reserve Bank of India

Technology giant Microsoft unveiled virtual assistant- Cortana for Windows Phone
handsets. Cortana is female voice-controlled application uses Microsofts search engine
Bing and data stored on the handsets to make personalised recommendations and carry
out tasks. It named after Al system in the firm’s Halo video game franchise.

India’s largest bank State Bank of India (SBI), signed a loan agreement for 100 million euro
(about Rs 700 crore) with European Investment Bank (EIB). This agreement facilitated by
SBI Capital Markets, a subsidiary of SBI.

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) issued draft regulations to facilitate full mobile
number portability (MNP).

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) lifted ban on carrying Indian bank notes of Rs 1,000 and 500
denominations to and from Nepal, Bhutan. However, RBI has put a limit of carrying such
notes at Rs 25,000 per person.

US technology giant Apple, has reported the biggest quarterly profit of 18 billion US dollar.
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Hike Messenger, a home-grown chat application has introduced free voice-calling
feature called Hike Calls to its users. Hike Messenger has introduced this service, after it
had acquired free calling application company — Zip Phone earlier in January 2015. This
feature launched in beta on Android operating system, which contributes to over 90 percent
of Hike’s user base. While, the iOS and Windows versions will be released later. Hike
Messenger was launched on 12th December 2012 and is a joint venture between Bharti
Enterprises and Softbank. In August 2014, Hike had hit 35 million users.
Union government announced to sell up to 10 per cent stake in state owned Coal India
Limited (CIL). It will help the government to raise revenue of 24,000 crore rupees.
Government is planning to divest 5 per cent stake in the company via share sale and the
remaining 5 per cent through the green-shoe option. Currently, the government holds 89.65
per cent stake in CIL.
India’s online restaurant search and discovery service provider Zomato announced the
acquisition of Turkey’s restaurant search company Mekanist. With this acquisition,
Zomato has increased its coverage from about 27,500 restaurants in Istanbul and Ankara to
more than 50,000 restaurants across Turkey.
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) constituted a high-powered panel on urban cooperative
banks (UCB). It will be headed by RBI Deputy Governor R Gandhi. This high-powered
panel will re-examine and recommend appropriate set of businesses, size, conversion and
licensing terms for the UCB sector.
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced sixth Bi-Monthly Monetary Policy Statement
on 2 february. In its bi-monthly monetary policy statement, RBI not changed its main
lending rate i.e.Repo Rate and cash reserve ratio (CRR). But changed statutory liquidity
ratio (SLR) of scheduled commercial banks. RBI has been decided to:

e Repo rate- unchanged at 7.75 per cent.

e Cash reserve ratio (CRR) - unchanged at 4.0 per cent of net demand and time

liabilities (NDTL).
e Statutory liquidity ratio (SLR) - reduced the SLR of scheduled commercial banks
by 50 basis points from 22.0 per cent to 21.5 per cent of their NDTL.

e Reverse repo rate — unchanged at 6.75 per cent.

e Marginal standing facility (MSF) rate- remains unchanged at 8.75 per cent.
Bank Rate — remains unchanged at 8.75 per cent.
Earlier on 15 January 2015, RBI had changed repo rate by 25 basis points from
8.0 percent to 7.75 percent.
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in its monetary policy review enhanced the limit for foreign
exchange (FOREX) remittances under Liberalised Remittance Scheme (LRS) to $250,000
(Rs. 1.5 crore) per person per year. This limit doubled compared to earlier limit of $125,000
per person per year.
February, 2015
According to market research firm Canalys report, India’s Micromax Mobile overtaken
Korean tech giant Samsung as the largest seller of smartphones in India for the first time.
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As per Canalys report, Micromax accounted for 22% of India’s smartphone market share in
the October-December 2014 quarter (Q4, 2014). While, Samsung’s market share fell down
to 20%.

Union Government is planning to infuse Rs. 6,990 crore in 9 Public Sector Banks (PSB’s)
for enhancing their capital and meeting the global risk norms. 9 PSBs are: State Bank of
India (Rs 2,970 crore), Bank of Baroda (Rs 1,260 crore), Punjab National Bank (Rs 870
crore), Canara Bank (Rs 570 crore), Syndicate Bank (Rs 460 crore), Allahabad Bank
(Rs 320 crore), Indian Bank (Rs 280 crore), Dena Bank (Rs 140 crore) and Andhra
Bank (Rs 120 crore).

India’s Reliance Communications Limited (RCOM) partnered with social networking giant
Facebook to offer free internet access. Both companies have launched Internet.org, a
Facebook-led initiative to bring internet to everyone in the world.

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has given its approval to
increase the Authorised Share Capital of the National Minorities Development and
Finance Corporation (NMDFC). As per this decision, NMDFC’s Authorised Share Capital
has doubled from Rs. 1500 crore to Rs. 3000 crore.

The Industrial Credit and Investment Corporation of India (ICICI) Bank,launched
India’s first digital Bank on mobile phones, named Pockets. This service will enable users
to instantly send money to any e-mail id, mobile number, friends on Facebook and bank
account. Anyone, including those who are not customers of ICICI Bank, can download the
e-wallet from Google Playstore. This wallet uses a virtual VISA card which enables the
users to transact on any website or mobile application in India.

US technology giant Apple Inc. became the first company to reach a market value of
$700 billion. It was able to hit this milestone after its shares rose 1.9 per cent and closing
at $122.02, which in turn increased company’s market value to $710 billion.

Twitter has bought Indian mobile marketing start-up ZipDial (It is Bengaluru based
startup, founded in 2011 co-founded by Valerie Wagoner) It will be first Indian technology
product startup to be bought by Twitter. This deal is expected to cost Twitter around $34-35
million (Rs 215 crore). ZipDial’s mobile marketing platform gives information about
businesses to users when they place a missed call.

Indian pharmaceutical giant, Cipla has been awarded $188.95 million (around Rs. 1,172
crore) Contract by Global Fund to supply ARV (anti-retroviral) drugs. Cipla selected as
a Panel Supplier for a supplier partnership agreement. This contract is effective from 1
January 2015 and will run for a period of three years i.e. till 2018.

Kerala-based business conglomerate Muthoot Group launched the Friends for Life
project in partnership with World Wide Fund (WWF) for Nature-India. This project aims
at effective management of human-elephant conflict (HEC) to protect the habitats of Asian
elephants in six states as 4 priority landscapes and 1 priority site earmarked by WWF-India.
Priority landscapes include North Bank landscape in Arunachal Pradesh, Kaziranga and
Karbi-Anglong in Assam, Terai Arc landscape in Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar,
Western Ghats landscape in Tamil Nadu and Kerala and also some parts of northern West
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Bengal. This project was launched in Kochi as part of the Muthoot’s Haathi Mera Saathi
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative

India’s software services giant Infosys announced to acquire to acquire US-based
automation technology firm Panaya. In this regard, Infosys signed a definitive agreement
to fully acquire Panaya for an enterprise value of $200 million (1200 crore rupees) in cash.
State Bank of India (SBI) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Indian
Army on the Defence Salary Package (DSP). Signed MoU is revised version of the first
MoU which was signed on DSP between two parties in 2011 and was valid for a period of
three years. The revised MoU meets the requirements of serving soldiers, pensioners and
their families.

March, 2015

Online cab aggregator Olacabs has acquired TaxiForSure for $200 million cash and
equity deal. Olacabs was founded in 2010 by two IIT Bombay graduates, Bhavish Aggarwal
(CEO) and Ankit Bhati. Its headquarter is located in Bengaluru, Karnataka.

Union Government and the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) have signed an agreement to keep
inflation below 6%.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on 4 March 2015 has cut down repo rate by 25 basis
points to 7.5 percent from 7.75 percent, with immediate effect. However, RBI has kept the
cash reserve ratio (CRR) unchanged at 4 percent. After this change now current rates are

Repo Rate- 7.5%
Reverse Repo Rate- 6.5%
Bank Rate- 8.5%
MSF- 8.5%
CRR- 4%
SLR- 21.50%
Indian telecom giant Bharti Airtel and world’s largest telecom operator China Mobile have
signed a partnership memorandum of understanding (MoU) to work jointly on evolving high
technologies like 4G, 5G and procuring telecom devices and equipment. The MoU was
signed by China Mobile Chairman Xi Guohua and Bhatrti Airtel founder and Chairman Sunil
Bharti Mittal.
Anil Ambani-led Reliance Infrastructure acquired Pipavav Defence and Offshore
Engineering in an all-cash deal.
o Reliance Infra will first invest Rs 819 crore to acquire 17.66 per cent stake from the
promoters and subsequently an additional 26 per cent stake at Rs 1,266 crore.
e While, Anil Ambani will take over as chairman of Pipavav Defence with full
management control.
o Reliance Infra with this acquisition has joined a growing list of Indian companies
entering the defence sector in a big way.
Country’s third largest software services firm Wipro partnered with the World Economic
Forum (WEF) to develop a cyber value-at-risk (VAR) framework.
Infosys had signed a five-year agreement with Dutch company TNT to help it simplify and
transform its technology applications.
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The app, developed in-house by the Hyderabad-based Indian National Centre for Ocean
Information Services (INCOIS) Marine Fishery Advisory Services team is for the benefit of
fishermen.There are plans to make available the app on Google Play store and on INCOIS
website.

RBI eased the norms for home loans for up to Rs 10 lakh by allowing banks to include
stamp duty and registration charges to the cost of a unit.

Country's second largest software services firm Infosys set up a 250-seater BPO arm
centre at Aguadilla, Puerto Rico, aimed at serving the aviation sector. The 12,000-square
feet centre, developed in collaboration with the Commonwealth administration and state-
owned PRIDCO, will initially deliver order-to-cash business processes for clients in the
aviation sector.

State Bank of India sold 4 per cent stake in the largest credit information company Credit
Information Bureau India Ltd (Cibil) for an estimated Rs 72 crore.Cibil is the largest and
the oldest credit bureau in the country having entered the market in 2000.

The Union government advised PSU banks to step up lending to minorities with a view to
ensuring that they get loans in proportion to their population. In term of population, Muslims
constitute the largest community, followed by Christians. Third largest minority group is that
of the Sikhs.

The Income Tax Department has slapped a Rs. 20,495-crore tax demand on Cairn India for
failing to deduct withholding tax on alleged capital gains made by its erstwhile promoter,
Cairn Energy.

Facebook has acquired the shopping search engine TheFind. With the acquisition, the
social networking giant Facebook has signaled its future plans to move into the e-
commerce.The acquisition aims to improve Facebook ads experience and lift its digital
advertising business. The technology of TheFind will be integrated into Facebook in order
to make ads more relevant and better for consumers.

Online marketplace major Snapdeal picked up minority stake in logistics firm GoJavas
as it looks to further strengthen its delivery operations in the country. Snapdeal, which has
more than 60,000 sellers on board and more than 40 million registered users, has been
dependent on third party services such as Blue Dart, GoJavas, Ecom Express for
handling deliveries in the country.

Hitachi India Ltd and Siemens Ltd signed an MoU with the Confederation of Indian Industry
(Cll) to form a consortium that would create pilots and replicate them throughout the
country for setting up 100 smatrt cities.

US-based Mirach Capital said it is initiating a $400 million defamation lawsuit against the
Sahara group. The crisis-hit group had alleged that Mirach and its CEO Saransh Sharma's
criminal conduct and lack of financial capabilities to honour such huge commitments led to
the breaking down of the deal.

HDFC Bank has launched Chillr, a mobile app that allows users to instantly transfer money
to any contact in their phonebook 24 hours a day and seven days a week.

e HDFC Bank partnered with MobME, a Kochi-based technology firm, to launch this
app.

- SSCJUNCTION.COM NICL EXAM GK CAPSULE



SSCJUNCTION.COM NICL EXAM GK CAPSULE

National News

1. Union government blocked access to 32 websites for carrying anti-India views and
spreading banned terrorist outfit Islamic State of Iraq and Syria’s (ISIS) propaganda , after
following an advisory given by an anti-terrorism team.

They were blocked by Department of Telecom(DoT) under Section 69 of the Information
Technology Act, 2000 and under Information Technology (Procedure and Safeguards for
Blocking for Access of Information by Public) Rules, 2009.

2. Delhi police has launched women safety mobile application ‘Himmat’. It was launched by

the Union home minister Rajnath Singh in New Delhi.

It is an android based mobile app.

After downloading the app, new user has to register them with the Delhi Police
website by sharing their name, mobile number and that of a minimum of two
relatives/friends.

In case of emergency, user can send an alert by shaking her phone or by pressing
the power button/soft button.

3. Union government has renamed Planning commission as National Institution for
Transforming India (NITI) Aayog. The renaming of the Planning Commission is being seen
as the first step towards replacing it with a new-age institution.

It will serve as a ‘Think Tank’ of the government i.e. a directional and policy
dynamo.

It will also provide governments at the central and state levels with relevant
strategic and technical advice across the spectrum of key elements of policy
formulation.

Composition

» Chairperson- Prime Minister.

» Governing Council- It will consist of- Chief Ministers (of States) and Lt.
Governors (of Union Territories).

» Regional Council- It will be formed on need basis. It will compromise Chief
Ministers (of States) and Lt. Governors (of Union Territories).

» Vice-Chairperson- To be appointed by the Prime Minister.

» Members- Full time Basis and Part time members- Maximum of 2. They will
from leading universities research organizations and other relevant institutions on
a rotational basis.

» Ex Officio members- Maximum of 4 members of the Union Council of Ministers
to be nominated by the Prime Minister.

» Special invitees- They will be nominated by the Prime Minister and will be
experts, specialists and practitioners with relevant domain knowledge as special
invitees.
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» Chief Executive Officer- Appointed by the Prime Minister for a fixed tenure, in
the rank of Secretary to the Government of India. Secretariat- If deemed
necessary.

4. Gujarat government announced its new industrial policy for 2015.This industrial policy aims
to make state a global manufacturing hub by playing a pivotal role in realising Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s ‘Make in India’ dream.

5. A suspicious fishing boat carrying explosives from Pakistan was intercepted by Indian
Coast Guard in Arabian Sea near Indo-Pak maritime boundary but it sank after the crew on
board set it on fire. The incident came a month after sixth anniversary of the Mumbai terror
attack.

6. Union Government launched Management Information System (MIS) to check progress and
implementation of Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana (DAY) scheme in different states. It was
launched by Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation (HUPA) Minister M Venkaiah Naidu.

7. Union Government extended the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 for another
one year in Assam and has declared the entire ‘state of Assam’ as a ‘Disturbed Area’.
Besides Assam, government has declared the area falling within 20 km wide belt along the
border of Assam with Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya as Disturbed Area.

8. Sixty-six wild tiger deaths reported in the country in 2014.Two tiger deaths occurred on the
last day of the year. As per the National Tiger Conservation Authority, the highest number
of wild tiger deaths reported from the forests of Tamil Nadu —15, followed by Madhya
Pradesh —14.

9. United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) decided to prepare a Tea Atlas in India’s North
Eastern State Assam. This atlas seeks to create a comprehensive database of the tea
gardens and socio-economic condition of its workers in state.

10. International Hindi Conference-2015 (37cRTSer f@&T @FHels1-2015) will be hosted by New

Jersey, United States in April 2015.Theme of 2015 edition of this conference is
Expanding World of Hindi: Possibilities and Challenges.

11.Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched National Programme for LED-based Home and
Street Lighting in New Delhi for energy conservation by reducing energy consumption and
Described LED bulb as a ‘prakash path’ (way to light).

12.The Centre nominated cricketer V.V.S. Laxman, chess player Koneru Humpy, playback
singer S.P. Balasubrahmanyam as brand ambassadors of Swachh Bharat campaign.

13.Prime Minister Narendra Modi released commemorative coins to honour Tata Group
founder Jamsetji Nusserwanji Tata. PM released coins in the denomination of 100 and five
rupee to mark Jamsetji Tata’s 175th birth anniversary.

14.Central government launched the sale of subsidised 5-kg LPG cylinders scheme for Below
Poverty Line (BPL) families and others. It was launched by Union Petroleum Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan in Bhubaneswar, Odhisa.

15.President Pranab Mukherjee signed the ordinance that amend’s Citizenship Act, 1955.
Citizenship Act amendments will benefit PIO and will give them benefits like life-long visa
and exemption from appearing before the local police station on every visit etc.
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16.Punjab become first state in India, to completely ban the sale of loose cigarettes (even as
single sticks) and loose tobacco.

17.Pakistan government enacted new law, to create constitutional military courts to try and
punish terrorists. This new law came into effect after it was signed by Pakistan President
Mamnoon Hussain.

18.Nobel Peace Prize winner Kailash Satyarthi dedicated his prize to the nation. He
presented his medal to President Pranab Mukherjee in a ceremony held at Rashtrapati
Bhavan and it has been put up for display at Rastrapati Bhavan Museum

19.Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi inaugurated the Dandi Kutir museum in Gujarat’s
capital of Gandhinagar. It is a state-of-the-art three-storey museum, based upon the life and
works of Mahatma Gandhi. It was inaugurated on the occasion of the 13th Pravasi Bhartiya
Divas (PBD) and 7th edition of Vibrant Gujarat.

20.The 19th National Youth Festival begun in Guwahati, Assam. This festival coincides with
the 152nd birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda. Theme of this edition of youth
festival is Youth for Clean, Green and Progressive India.

21.President Pranab Mukherjee signed an ordinance to amend the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988
as per Article 123 of Constitution. This ordinance will pave the way for plying of e-rickshaws
on roads of Delhi.

22.Union Government merged Persons of Indian Origin (P1O) card-holders with Overseas
Citizens of India (OCI) card-holders. P10 card-holders henceforth are deemed to be OCI
card-holders with effect from 9th January 2015. Now only OCI cards facility with enhanced
benefits will exist to provide maximum possible benefits to Indian Diaspora.

23.3 day Flamingo Festival has begun at the famous brackish water of Lake Pulicat in
Nelapattu Bird Sanctuary located at Nellore district of Andhra Pradesh. It was hosted in
Doravari Satram mandal, in Nellore district. This festival provides a unique opportunity for
people, particularly ornithologists, environmentalists, bird watchers, forest and tourism
officials

e To study the bio-diversity of Pulicat and Nelapattu Bird Sanctuary
e To initiate measure to conserve the bio-zones for future generations in this area.
24.Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated 7th Vibrant Gujarat Summit in Mahatma Mandir,
Gandhinagar. Inaugural ceremony was attended by United Nations General Secretary and
US State Secretary John Kerry.

25.People from 11 countries have taken part in First Buddha Heritage Walk in Bihar. In this
heritage walk over 500 pilgrims from 11 countries (from Japan, China, South Korea, Nepal,
Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Vietnam, Taiwan, Indonesia, Malaysia, Brazil, and India) walked
through a 13-km-long forest trail. They walked through the trail which Lord Gautam
Buddha had taken to reach Rajgir from Bodh Gaya around 2,543 years ago. It was
organized by Bihar State Tourism Development Corporation (BSTDC).

26.United Nations (UN) Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon inaugurated Gujarat’s second
canal-top 10-MW solar power project. It is located on 5.5 km from Vadodara branch of
Sardar Sarovar project canal. It is implemented by Hyderabad-based Megha Engineering
and Infrastructure Limited (MEIL).
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27.Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley adopted 4 villages in Vadodara district in Gujarat as
part of the Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana. He adopted following 4 villages; Karnali village,
Pipaliya village, Valida village and Baglipura village.

28.Sun Temple at Konark, Odhisa declared Adarsh Monument tag by the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI). Along with Sun Temple, three other monuments of eastern India
were given Adarsh Monument tag are Hazarduari Palace in Murshidabad district of West
Bengal, Vaishali-Kolhua in Bihar, Rang Ghar in Sibsagar (Sivasagar) district of Assam.

29.ldukki district of Kerala has become first district in India to have high speed Rural
Broadband Network i.e. National Optical Fibre Network (NOFN) Internet connectivity
(largest rural connectivity project of its kind in the world).

30.India and Bangladesh inaugurated third border haat in Srinagar-Purba on the Tripura-
Bangladesh border.

31. India’s first compressed natural gas (CNG) powered train between Rewari and
Rohtak in Haryana. It was flagged off by Union Minister for Railways Suresh Prabhu at
Rewari junction of the Northern Railway zone.

32.Tribal Food Festival-2015 begun in New Delhi. It was inaugurated by Union Tribal Affairs
Minister Jual Oram.

33.Union Cabinet gave nod for conducting FM Phase-III auction and renewal of Private FM
Radio licenses from Phase-Il to Phase-Ill in 69 existing cities for 135 channels.

34.President Pranab Mukherjee launched the Pulse Polio Immunization(PPI) Programme by
administering polio drops to children at the Rashtrapati Bhavan. It launched by President
ahead of the National Immunization Day which is observed on 18 January.

35.Union HRD Minister Smriti Irani laid the foundation stone for Indian Institute of
Management (lIM)-Visakhapatnam at Gambheeram village of Visakhapatnam district of
Andhra Pradesh.

36.Andhra Pradesh government signed a pact with the International Crop Research Institute
for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) to boost sustainable farming in the state.

37.Union Government reconstituted Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC). In this regard,
government has appointed 1 chairperson and 9 board members. Filmmaker Pahlaj
Nihalani appointed chairperson. He will be office in for a period of three years or until
further orders, whichever is earlier.

38.Punjab government launched e-stamping project in the state. It was launched by state
Deputy Chief Minister Sukhbir Singh Badal. This project seeks to computarise revenue
departments of the state in order to remove malpractices and end leakage of government
revenue. It also seeks to make revenue transactions safe and secure. At present, e-
stamping has been initiated as a pilot project in five districts of state. They are Mohali,
Amritsar, Jalandhar, Ludhiana and Bathinda.

39. Maharashtra Government declared mineral rich Chandrapur district (in Vidarbha region) as
dry district. Thus imposing ban on the sale, purchase, production and consumption of
liquor in the district.

40.As per tiger census report 2014 released by Union environment minister Prakash
Javadekar, the population of tigers in India increased from 1,706 in 2011 to 2,226 in 2014.
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41.Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) entered into Guinness book of World
Records. In one week, 18,096,130 bank accounts were opened as part of the financial
inclusion campaign from 23rd to 29th August, 2014. It was achieved by the Department of
Financial Services (Government of India).

42.Japanese automaker Toyota Motor Corp. topped in global vehicle sales in 2014 by selling
10.23 million vehicles, beating Volkswagen and General Motors.

43.The High Level Committee (HLC) for Restructuring of Food Corporation of India (FCI)
chaired by Shanta Kumar submitted its report to the Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

44.National Voters’ Day (NVD) observed on 25th January. This year i.e. 2015 is fifth National
Voters’ Day and theme of this year is Easy Registration, Easy Correction.

45.Wing Commander Pooja Thakur became the first woman officer to lead the ceremonial
Guard of Honour at Rashtrapathi Bhavan. On 25 January 2015, she led the ceremonial
Guard of Honour which was inspected by the U.S. President Barack Obama at
Rashtrapathi Bhavan.

46.India will provide fund of Rs 1500 crore to Nepal’s Pancheshwar multi-purpose project on
Mahakali river for countering the Kheri floods in Uttar Pradesh.

47.For the first time in the history of India’s Republic Day, all-women contingent from the three
forces Army, Air Force and Navy marched down in the parade.

e Army contingent was led by Capt Divya Ajith.

e Navy contingent was led by Lieutenant Commander Priya Jeyakumar.

e Air Force contingent was led by Squadron Leader Sneha Shekhawat. Each
contingent had 148 women personnel.

48. Gujarat Technological University (GTU) launched e-Raksha Research Centre to curb rising
menace of cybercrimes. Gujarat Technological University (GTU) headed by the state
government and came into existence on the 16th of May, 2007.

49.Maharashtra government announced that, September 17 (on Vishwakarma Jayanti) will
be observed as Industries Day in each district.

50.Maharashtra government has issued Letter of Intent (Lol) to buy Dr Bhimrao Ramiji
Ambedkar’s London house to the Indian High Commission in United Kingdom (UK).

51.Supreme Court (SC) directed search engines like Google India, Yahoo and Micrsoft’s
Bing to block advertisements on sex determination and strictly comply with the laws. This
ruling was given by SC bench comprising of Justices Dipak Misra and Prafulla C. Pant on
public interest litigation (PIL) filed by Dr. Sabu Mathew George in 2008.

52.The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) made packaging of foodgrains &
sugar in jute material mandatory for jute year 2014-15. In this regard CCEA mentioned that
packaging with jute material will be mandatory for minimum 90 per cent of production in
case of food grains and 20 per cent in case of sugar production. With this decision,
government is seeking to help the jute sector which generates a lot of livelihoods for
farmers and workers.

53.The World Bank released report Scaling the Heights: Social inclusion and sustainable
development on Himachal Pradesh. It was released by Social Justice and Empowerment
Minister Dhani Ram Shandil in Shimla. This was first of its kind report prepared by the
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World Bank for Himachal Pradesh. The report reveals that state has effectively balanced
economic growth with social inclusion.

54.Gujarat government launched Taluka Planning Atlas (TPA) project. Taluka Planning Atlas
(TPA) project undertaken by the state planning department with the help of director of
Economics and Statistics, Gujarat and Bhaskaracharya Institute for Space Applications and
Geo-Informatics (BISAG). TPA aims to help the local administration in taking effective
decisions about the development in respective regions.

55.Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay launched Mass Open Online Courses
(MOOC) in three subjects, computer programming, thermodynamics, and signals and
systems in collaboration with edx a not-for-profit initiative by Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) and Harvard University.

56.Maharashtra government gave nod to confined genetically modified (GM) food trails in
state. In this regard, state government granted no-objection certificates (NOC) for open field
trials of 5 genetically modified (GM) crops. They are rice, chana (chickpeas), maize, brinjal
and cotton.

57.Union Government has released set of three Commemorative Postage Stamps on Swachh
Bharat Mission (Clean India Mission). This set of 3 stamps was released by Union Ministry
for Communications & Information Technology and issued by Department of Posts.
February, 2015:

58.29th Surajkund International Crafts Mela begun Faridabad district of Haryana
was inaugurated by Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar along with Chief Minister
of Chhattisgarh, Raman Singh.
e The theme state this year is Chhattisgarh.
e Lebanon is the Partner Nation of this year's Mela and it will be open till 15 February

2015. 17 other countries also participated in this mela this year.

59.Wildlife SOS in collaboration with Uttar Pradesh (UP) Forest Department and
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) launched Jackal Research & Translocation Project in
UP. Under this project, study and translocation of 30-35 wild jackals from Akbar’'s Tomb in
Sikandra, Agra to safe natural habitat will be undertaken.

60.India’s 1st solar fenced elephant sanctuary will come up near Bengaluru, Karnataka.
It was announced by an international animal rights and conservation group People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA).

61.The 17th edition of Bharat Rang Mahotsav has begun in New Delhi. It is a theatre
festival, organized by National School of Drama (NSD). It was inaugurated by Culture
Minister Dr Mahesh Sharma and National Award-winning actor and NSD alumnus Om Puri.

62.Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) launched cash on delivery
(CoD) system for rail ticketing. With this initiative, passengers can now book a rail ticket
online and get it delivered at home where the payment can be made. IRCTC launched this
CoD scheme on pilot basis. Initially, this service will be available in more than 200 cities.

63.Haryana government launched e-registration of properties in all tehsils and sub-tehsils
of the state. It launched by Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar. Previously in
January 2015, pilot project of this system was implemented successfully in eight tehsils.
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64.Bihar government decided to provide free education to Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled
Tribes (ST) and girl students till Post Graduation (PG) level in the state. This decision was
taken at the state cabinet meeting headed by Chief Minister Jitan Ram Manjhi.

65.Maharashtra Government is planning to revamp the Jeevan Amrut Yojana (blood-on-
call) scheme to make it more beneficial to people. State government is seeking to
strengthen the network of blood storage units in rural areas instead of current mechanism
of transporting blood through motorcycles.

66.Kolkata become India’s first Wi-Fi-enabled metro city as the service was launched from
Park Street in city. This 4th Generation (4G) free Wi-fi service was launched by West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee.The whole city is expected to come under Wi-Fi
coverage by mid-April in 2015. Private telecom operator, Reliance Jio is providing the 4G
enabled service Wi-fi s in the city.

67.Two beneficial algal species Ulva paschima Bast and Cladophora goensis Bast were
discovered off the west coast of India. These species have excellent carbon capture
properties i.e. ability to absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. They were discovered
by Dr. Felix Bast and two research students working with him.

68. Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi constituted three sub-groups of Chief Ministers
within National Institution for Transforming India (NITI) Aayog. It was announced by PM
while he was chairing the first meeting of the Governing Council of NITI Aayog in New
Delhi.

e First sub-group- It will study the 66 centrally-sponsored schemes and recommend
which schemes should continue, which should be transferred to states, and which to
discontinue.

e Second sub-group- It will focus on skill development and creation of skilled
manpower within states.

e Third sub-group- It will decide on the institutional mechanisms to be evolved for
Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan, so that cleanliness becomes a part of life in perpetuity.

69. Union Government’s Sukanya Samridhi Yojna under Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP)
campaign has begun in Jaunpur district in the state of Uttar Pradesh. The first account
under the scheme was opened in the name of a three-year old girl Vedika Tiwari in this
district by her parents.

70.Election Commission of India (ECI) has declared the results of Delhi Legislative Assembly
election 2015. Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) head Arvind Kejriwal with 67 seats emerged as the
largest party in the house of 70 seats. BJP won only 3 seats.

71.First World Ocean Science Congress (WOSC) concluded in Kochi, Kerala. The four-
day-long event had started in Kochi on 5 February 2015.

e Themes of WOSC-2015: Protect Oceans for Posterity and Blue Economy.

72.First National Deworming Day was observed on 10 February. On the eve of the National
Deworming Day, Union Ministry for Health & Family Welfare launched the National
Deworming initiative launched by Union Minister for Health & Family Welfare Jagat Prakash
Nadda in Jaipur, Rajasthan.
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73.Four new fish species hamed Puntius nelsoni, Puntius nigronotus, Systomus chryseus
and Systomus rufus have been discovered in Kerala. They were discovered by
Mathews Plamoottil, a zoology professor at Baby John Memorial Government College in
Kollam.

74.Union government warned States to complete Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC)
before 15 March 2015. If states fail to complete the exercise before 15th March, the central
assistance to states for building rural houses and welfare pensions will be blocked.

75.35th National Games mascot Ammu- the Great Hornbill, has made into the Limca
Book of Records. It made into the record books owing to a play Kalikkunna Kuttikalkkayi
Bharatham Kathirikkunnu (India Awaits Children Who Play) in which Ammu is featured as
lead role, this play is about a mascot, which had been staged in most number of
schools. By 9 April 2014, the play had been staged in 147 schools across seven districts of
Kerala.

76.Himachal Pradesh government launched Crime and Criminal Tracking Network System
(CCTNS) Project in the state. This project will enable the State Police to raise the
benchmark of professional efficiency besides catching interstate criminals more quickly. It
was launched by Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh from State Police Headquarters in Shimla.

77.Fourth River festival begun at Bandrabhan bank of Narmada River in Hoshangabad
district in Madhya Pradesh. Three day festival inaugurated by Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan. Theme of this year’s river festival is River, its catchment area, chemicals
and crisis. In this year’s festival more than 100 participants will discuss topics like effects of
chemicals used in agriculture on forests, wild life and human beings. Success stories on
natural farming will also be part of discussion.

78.The 23rd edition of the New Delhi World Book Fair began at Pragati Maidan in New
Delhi. This year the theme of fair is Suryodaya: Emerging Voices from Northeast
India. Singapore has been accorded the Guest of Honour Country status for this edition of
fair while the Focus Country is South Korea. The nine-day event has been organised by
National Book Trust (NBT).
e The Delhi Book Fair is India’s oldest book fair organized at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi.

First Delhi Book Fair Was held in March 1972 and was inaugurated by then President of
India VV Giri.

79.Nearly 56,000 cases were disposed of by the third National Lok Adalat in a single day. It
also saw disbursal of Rs 265 crore as claims towards final settlement in bank recovery and
cheques bounce cases. The third National Lok Adalat was organised on 14 February 2015
throughout India involving the Supreme Court, high courts, districts courts and taluka-level
courts, except in Assam and Uttar Pradesh. It was organised under the patronage of Chief
Justice of India (CJI) H L Dattu and the leadership of Supreme Court Judge Justice T S
Thakur.

80.Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a Permanent Judicial Museum at Bombay
High Court located on the ground floor of the heritage building of court. This museum is
conceived and set up as part of the Sesquicentennial Celebration (150th year) of the
Bombay High Court.
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81.Union Ministry of Finance imposed an anti-dumping duty on imports of graphite electrodes
used in steel plants for five years. The imposed duty ranges between $278.19 and $922.03
per tonne. Anty dumping duty is duty imposed by government on imported products which
have prices less than their normal values or domestic price.

82.10th edition of Aero India show has begun at the Yelahanka Air Force Station in
Bengaluru, Karnataka. It was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Aero India
Show is a biennial air show and aviation exhibition held in Bangaluru at the Yelahanka Air
Force Station.

83.The first National Tribal Festival ‘Vanaj’ concluded on 18 February 2015 in New Delhi. It
was organised by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and was inaugurated by the Union Minister of
Tribal Affairs Jual Oram on 13 February 2015 at the Indira Gandhi National Center for Arts
(IGNCA), New Delhi.

84.Bihar government has announced 35% reservation for women in non-gazetted government
jobs in group C and D grade.

85.Union Government launch