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Keystone is absolutely amazing! I get to

travel the world while completing high

school, and I can do my homework

anywhere I please. Over the last year, 

I have had the opportunity to go back

packing at my young age because

of Keystone’s flexibility. I highly

recommend Keystone.

— Michael

Mission Statement
The Keystone School provides high-quality, individualized educational experiences in a safe, technology-
enabled learning environment to empower students to achieve their academic and personal goals.
The Keystone School is accredited by the Northwest Association of Accredited Schools, International and Trans-Regional Divisionand, Middle
States Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Secondary Schools, and is licensed by the State Board of Private Licensed Schools,
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
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Welcome to The Keystone School!

Every day, students come to Keystone with different educational backgrounds, unique learning styles, and

individual hopes. Is it possible for one school to serve such a diverse student body?

With Keystone, it is. For nearly 40 years, we’ve worked with over 200,000 students offering a flexible, accredited

education that lets every student create their own learning experience. Keystone allows students to blend family,

life, and school on their own terms.

Our students dream big dreams. They aspire to become doctors, game designers, diplomats, teachers, authors,

astronauts, and athletes. Some will go into professions that don’t even exist today.

What does your child want to be? What contributions does your child want to make to the world? Whatever his or

her goals may be, Keystone can put your child on a path to success. Whether your child needs a solid middle school

education, help earning a high school diploma, tools to prepare for college or a career, or a few courses to round

out his or her local school education experience, Keystone can help.

By choosing Keystone, your child can take charge of his or her future. Not only will they gain the knowledge from

coursework, they’ll gain the discipline from managing their own learning—skills that will serve them well through

college, a career, and life.

We look forward to helping your child reach his or her goals.

Sincerely,

Lisa McClure

Head of School

The Keystone School 
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Our doors are always open. Enroll anytime!

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED AWARD-WINNING PROGRAMS

Keystone programs have been recognized by the United States Distance Learning Association

(USDLA) for excellence in curriculum design, online instruction, and 21st-century best practices.

These prestigious awards honor distance learning instructors, programs, and professionals who

have achieved extraordinary results through the use of online teaching technologies.

Opening the Doors to Life

The Keystone School offers a rich educational experience that can be tailored to individual student needs—

and dreams.

Our approach combines flexibility with academic rigor and individualized attention. We understand different

learning styles, and we recognize that today’s student fits no mold. Whether your child is looking for a different

school environment or is an actor, musician, athlete, or adventurer, Keystone offers answers that traditional

schools do not.

Since 1974, over 200,000 students have walked through our virtual campus. From Georgia to Alaska and from

Belize to Korea, we’ve taught middle and high schoolers in all 50 states and in over 80 countries.

Is your child a Keystone student? We invite you to explore our school through this brochure to find out.
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I love working with Keystone because I can take more courses

at once, and I can take courses that most schools where I

live don’t offer, like Psychology. My pictures show that I love

animals, spending time with friends, modeling, and acting.

I also like dancing, doing karate, and ice skating. — Jennifer

Keystone has been a wonderful experience for me. I spend a lot of time

with employment to make money, and Keystone works perfectly with my

schedule. The teachers always respond quickly when I have a question,

and the classes are graded much more rigorously than most schools. 

I very much enjoy my connection with Keystone. — Taylor
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Our doors are always open. Enroll anytime!

Flexible Solutions

The hallmark of our school is flexibility. Through our online offerings, your child can

study anytime, anywhere. The academic experience is in your hands, and you decide

what interaction and structure your child needs to be successful.

Parent Involvement

We help parents help their child succeed. With progress reports sent every other

week and real-time observer accounts, we keep parents actively engaged in their

child’s academic progress.

Extensive Curriculum

From Spanish to Game Design to AP* Chemistry, Keystone offers a broad range of

courses to help each student reach his or her full potential. We provide a complete

core curriculum at each grade level, plus many electives and advanced courses for

expanded learning opportunities.

CORE CURRICULUM
The Keystone curriculum covers all core subjects, including math, science, social studies, and

language arts. With more than 50 courses in the core subject areas, Keystone offers a solid

foundation for your child’s education.

ELECTIVES
Keystone students have the opportunity to choose from more than 45 engaging elective courses,

including computer programming, business courses, six world languages, and many more.

ADVANCED COURSES**
Keystone offers 19 advanced courses for grades 8–12. High school students looking for more

challenge can get the extra edge they need by taking Advanced Placement (AP®) for college credit.

86%
of full-time Keystone
students have an
A or B average.
* Advanced Placement and AP are registered trademarks of the College Board, which was
not involved in the producfion of and does not specifically endorse these products.
** Students who demonstrate reading and comprehension skills above the eighth-grade level
may enroll in advanced middle school courses.
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KEYSTONE: THE ROUTE TO 21st-CENTURY SUCCESS

Keystone is committed to teaching the 21st-century skills that can have a real impact on students’

ability to succeed in the real world. Our curriculum and instructors adhere to and are evaluated

against the standards of the International Association for K–12 Online Learning (iNACOL).

Skills your child will learn include:
• Effective time management and personal responsibility

• Global awareness

• Self-directed learning

• Information and Communication Technology (ICT) literacy

• Critical thinking and problem solving

Keystone is the right school for me. I much prefer the flexibility

that Keystone offers. There is a broader range of class choices,

and I really like the flexibility to manage my own time. Music

is a really big part of my life; I am a piper and have played

for two years. Taking my classes with Keystone allows me to

travel to attend more music engagements than I could have

ever done with a traditional high school. Travel is also

something that my family and I do a great deal of. Before,

visiting new countries or relatives back in the UK yearly

had always been constrained to the summer months due

to traditional school breaks, but now we can go any time

thanks to Keystone!

—Nathaniel

91%
of Keystone families
are either “Satisfied” or
“Very Satisfied” with
Keystone overall.
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Our doors are always open. Enroll anytime!

Teaching and Administrative Support

Despite being virtual, our teaching and administrative environment is remarkably

hands-on, providing an unusually high level of one-to-one attention. Specifically

trained in online teaching methods, our teachers help bring out the best in every

student through the virtual classroom experience. Working with students and

parents every step of the way, we make sure you never feel alone.

CERTIFIED TEACHERS
Keystone teachers are certified, highly qualified, and are in compliance with the No Child

Left Behind Act. Our teachers have an average of eight years of teaching experience, and

over half have earned master’s or doctoral degrees.

STUDENT SERVICES
Our student services team is just a toll-free call away and ready to help students and

parents with anything from enrolling in new courses to requesting a transcript.

INDUSTRY-LEADING TECHNOLOGY
Utilizing the cutting-edge BlackboardTM Learning Management System, we’re able to deliver

a robust and highly interactive teaching and learning environment.

TECHNICAL SUPPORT
The Keystone learning environment is incredibly intuitive, but if you ever encounter a

technical issue, we’re always available to help solve problems.

DISCUSSION BOARDS
Teaching students to express themselves, particularly in writing, is an important part

of the Keystone education. We encourage our students to interact with other Keystone

students from around the world through our secure discussion boards. Using this forum,

students are able to share thoughts and ideas about coursework, interests, and hobbies.

GUIDANCE SERVICES
As part of our ongoing dedication to supporting parents and nurturing a child’s education,

Keystone students and parents have access to a Learning Coach and to a certified Guidance

Counselor if your child is enrolled in four or more courses. The Learning Coach works directly

with parents and students to craft a customized strategy that leads to a successful Keystone

education. The Guidance Counselor supports the college admissions process by offering

monthly online meetings for both parents and students covering topics such as course

selection, the college application process, and how students can stay motivated and on track.

Students looking to get a head start on

college can take courses at the

Advanced Placement level.

Students 
looking to get 
a head start on college
can take courses at the
ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT LEVEL.
6
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OUR ACCREDITATION IS YOUR ASSURANCE OF QUALITY

Accreditation assures that Keystone credits and the Keystone diploma are widely accepted by schools and colleges across the United

States and abroad. The Keystone School is accredited by the Northwest Association of Accredited Schools International and Trans-

Regional Division and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Secondary Schools. We are licensed

by the Pennsylvania Department of Education’s State Board of Private Licensed Schools. The accrediting bodies regularly complete

comprehensive on-site evaluations of our programs.

Thanks to Keystone, I can still study violin while pursuing academic

excellence. Keystone’s open enrollment enables me to organize my time,

allowing me to continue my private violin lessons. The curriculum

provides me with the opportunity to take the advanced courses necessary

for entrance into college. I can structure my school lessons so they are

personalized to my needs. I have also developed wonderful relationships

with my teachers. Whenever I have a question regarding any of my

courses, I feel comfortable e-mailing or calling my teachers—I know I

will get a clear response quickly. I love Keystone! — Nyssa

Additional Keystone support features include:

• An orientation course to help students learn the best ways to use the Keystone online learning

environment

• Real-time phone support from our knowledgeable Student Services staff from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM

Eastern Time

• On-demand support from Keystone’s highly qualified and licensed teachers. Teachers will respond

to student questions within one business day and grade assignments within three business days

(print coursework takes up to 10 days for grading)

• Online and/or printed correspondence courses

• Textbooks with most Keystone courses

• Access to an online library through Ebsco Host

7



	Page 10


Our doors are always open. Enroll anytime!

A Complete Middle School Program

At Keystone, we help students get off to a good start. Our middle school program inspires and motivates students 

to acquire the skills they need to succeed in high school and beyond. All of our Keystone middle school teachers 

are certified.

Well-Rounded Curriculum
Students enrolled in a complete grade-level program take a total of five courses: four core courses—one in each

core subject area—plus one elective per school year. Students may also enroll in individual courses to supplement a

traditional middle school or a homeschool curriculum. The curriculum includes language arts, mathematics, science, 

and social studies for each grade level, and an array of elective and advanced courses. Middle school courses are

available only online.

I am 10 years old and a sixth grader. I love playing tennis,

swimming, reading horror stories, playing Sudoku puzzles

and computer games. I chose Keystone because it is

different from other schools and online schools. A child’s

life in school may be full of bullying and cramming

studies. But in Keystone, I understood every single thing

I have learned. At Keystone, it’s not all about marks; it’s

about education and fun mixed together. Keystone has

made me self-disciplined. —Nayaab

8
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A Top-Notch High School Education

Keystone students are high achievers, consistently scoring better than the national average on SAT, ACT, and AP exams.

Our high school program offers over 170 high school-level courses, including core subjects, Advanced Placement, dozens

of electives, and six world languages. Learning through interactive, multimedia-rich curriculum, your child will receive

proactive teacher support and extra peer interaction to ensure a rewarding high school experience.

At Keystone, we take pride in offering a choice of courses and programs that empower your child to reach his or her

academic and personal goals.

Supplemental Courses—Catching Up or Getting Ahead
Keystone is an ideal option for students who want to—or need to—earn extra credits. Our accreditation ensures that other

high schools and colleges accept the credits earned at Keystone, and our extensive curriculum offers many choices for

students who want to challenge themselves with advanced courses or pursue special interests.

Earning a Keystone Diploma
To receive a Keystone high school diploma, students are required to earn a total of 21 credits between grades 9–12. New

students can transfer previously earned credits from elsewhere. However, a minimum of five credits (one in each core

subject area plus one elective) must be earned at Keystone. The credits must be distributed as follows: Four in Language
Arts, three in Science, one in Health, five Electives, three in Math (a minimum of Algebra 1 and above), four in Social
Studies, and one in Fine Art.
If your child has already completed part of his or her high school 

education, please call us for a free transcript evaluation or request 

our homeschool portfolio policy.

Keystone has afforded me the opportunity to work

at my own pace while touring and recording my

music in the studio. — Grant
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Our doors are always open. Enroll anytime!

On a Path to College

Keystone graduates have been accepted at hundreds of prestigious colleges and universities, including Dartmouth, Yale,

Notre Dame, Stanford, and Oxford. Through our rigorous coursework and emphasis on independent study skills, Keystone

graduates are uniquely qualified to thrive in a college environment. Our graduates have demonstrated a high level of

success in college, with over 80% returning for their second year (as reported by the National Student Clearinghouse).

As soon as your child enters the Keystone high school program, a certified Guidance Counselor steps in to help your child

through the college admissions process. The counselor will not only help your child prepare for SAT and ACT exams, he or

she will also work with your family to build a personalized higher-education and career plan.

On a Path to a Career

Keystone graduates are prepared for college—and for a career. Your child will graduate with project and time

management skills, in addition to effective writing and communication skills, making them ideal candidates for the

working world.

Keystone made my Olympic dream a possibility. They made it

possible for me stay on track in my athletics and academics

with constant support on the whitewater and whatever room

happened to be that day’s classroom! — Casey 
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Advanced Placement Courses

Keystone offers Advanced Placement (AP) courses in many subjects including language arts, history, economics, mathematics,

science, and world languages.

What Are AP Courses?
AP courses are college-level courses taken as part of a high school

program. Students who complete AP courses are eligible to take the AP

exams administered each May by the College Board. These exams are

scored on a scale of 1–5, and students scoring between a 3 and 5 may

qualify for college credit at most colleges and universities.

Why Take AP Courses?
There are many reasons to take AP courses, including the ability to:

• Demonstrate to college admissions officers your ability to excel in

college-level coursework

• Emphasize your commitment to academic pursuits

• Prepare for the AP exams and the possibility of receiving college credit

at colleges and universities nationwide

Are AP Courses Right for My Child?
If your child is a college-bound junior or senior in high school and has

successfully completed prerequisite courses, they may be eligible for

our AP courses.
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Our doors are always open. Enroll anytime!

Keystone Admissions

Requirements

All students seeking to enroll in Keystone must be able to demonstrate

a working knowledge of the English language. Additionally, students

enrolling in Keystone’s high school program must be able to provide proof

of completing the eighth grade. For students who do not have any other

documentation for academic admissions to the ninth grade (e.g., prior

homeschool students), the following guidelines will apply:

1) If a student is 14 years or older, he or she is considered “age appropriate”
for ninth grade and may enroll in Keystone’s high school program, using a

birth certificate or other official documentation as proof.

2) If a student is under 14 years of age, he or she must show proof of
eighth-grade completion through one of these options:

• A middle school grade report or transcript

• A certificate of eighth-grade completion

• Standardized test scores showing eighth-grade achievement or higher

(IOWA, ACT Explore, state testing, etc.)

• A homeschool portfolio

3) Students and their families can speak with a counselor to address other
circumstances.

GRADING SCALE
Keystone calculates student grades by using a standard percentage model.

Final course grades are translated according to the following scale:

RANGE DEFINITION GRADE: 90–100% Excellent A, 80–89% Above
Average B, 70–79% Average C, 60–69% Below Average D, 0–59% Fail F.
A student’s GPA is calculated for credits earned at Keystone only, transfer

credits count toward diploma requirements but are not included in

the GPA calculation. Class rank is not available as Keystone offers open

enrollment and does not have specific grade levels or “classes.”

KEYSTONE COURSE ACTIVITY POLICY
(Applies to The Keystone School students in grades 9–12 only)
To maintain a consistent pace throughout a course, Keystone has

established the following Course Activity Policy:

• To be considered active, students must begin their coursework and

submit at least one weighted assignment in one course within 30 days

of enrollment. Thereafter, students must continue to submit at least

one weighted assignment every 30 days.

• Students who plan to be inactive for 30 days or more must contact

Keystone Student Services to place their account on hold. Placing an

account on hold will not extend the course due dates.

• If there are 30 days without activity in a course, and the course has

not been placed on hold, the course no longer qualifies for a refund,

but the student retains the right to complete and receive credit for

the course through the assigned due date.

Tuition and Enrollment

Tuition fees and other charges related to enrollment for Keystone’s

high school and middle school programs can be found online at

keystoneschoolonline.com and on the printed enrollment forms. Students
have a minimum of eight weeks and a maximum of one calendar year from

the date of enrollment to complete each course. If students are unable to

complete a course within one calendar year, course extensions are available

for a fee by contacting Student Services at 800.255.4937. Each full-credit

course is built for 180 hours of instructional time. Advanced Placement

courses generally require an additional 20–90 hours of study to complete,

respectively, as they require more focus on gaining, testing, and applying

higher-order thinking skills.

THREE EASY WAYS TO ENROLL 

AT KEYSTONE

Payment plans are available, and we offer discounts for families who enroll

more than one student in Keystone programs or who come from an active-

duty military family.

Phone

Call a trained and knowledgeable Student Services Representative at

800.255.4937 to assist you in the enrollment process.
Online

Go to keystoneschoolonline.com and click on Enroll Now. When enrolling

online, please carefully review course descriptions to make sure your child

has met course prerequisites prior to enrolling.

Fax or Mail*
Complete an enrollment form and fax it to 570.784.2129or mail it to: 

The Keystone School, 920 Central Road, Bloomsburg, PA 17815
*Students intending to transfer Keystone credits back to their resident districts must have an enrollment form signed by a school official so the only enrollment method they
should follow is the mail/fax opfion.
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Middle School Tuition Refund Policy
Grades 6–8: Program is for new Keystone students who have not previously

enrolled in The Keystone School. Student or parent must notify Keystone of 

their intent to withdraw and request the Money-Back Guarantee within 30

days from the date of their enrollment to qualify. Money-Back Guarantee does

not include shipping and handling. Money paid will be refunded upon receipt of

returned course materials. If the student elects not to return the course materials,

the money paid will be refunded less a $35 per course materials fee and applicable

shipping, handling, and processing fees. This offer cannot be combined with any

other promotion.

To withdraw from a Keystone middle school course, call Student Services at

800.255.4937. No refunds are given after 30 days of enrollment. Shipping

charges are not refundable.

REFUND POLICY FOR INDIVIDUAL-COURSE ENROLLMENT:
• If a refund is requested within 30 days of enrollment and the workbook is

returned in as-new condition, all tuition monies will be refunded.

• $35 will be withheld for each unreturned, used, or damaged workbook.

REFUND POLICY FOR GRADE-LEVEL ENROLLMENT:
• Grade-Level Enrollment requires a student maintain enrollment in four core

courses and one elective or advanced course.

• If one core course is dropped within 30 days of enrollment, and the workbook is

returned in as-new condition, the student will be removed from the Grade-Level

Enrollment package and a refund will be issued.

• If the elective or advanced course is dropped, no refund will be issued.

• $35 will be withheld for each unreturned, used, or damaged workbook.

• Additional dropped core courses will be refunded according to the “Individual-

Course Enrollment” section above.

High School Tuition Refund Policy
This policy applies on a course by course basis. To withdraw from a Keystone

course, call Keystone Student Services at 800.255.4937. Tuition refunds will

be based on the date of withdrawal and the amount of course assignments

completed as follows:

• If a student withdraws within five days after midnight of the date the Enrollment

Agreement is accepted (the Cancellation Period), all tuition monies paid to

Keystone will be refunded.

• If a student withdraws between 6 and 30 days after enrollment and no

assignments are submitted to Keystone, a registration fee of $75 per course will

be charged. All other tuition monies will be refunded.

• If a student withdraws after the Cancellation Period and after course

assignments have been submitted to Keystone for correction, the $75

registration fee will be charged per course plus a percentage of the remaining

tuition as follows:

Percentage of assignments completed: 
Amount of tuition obligation:
10% or less completed
10% of tuition after subtracting the
registration fee
Between 11% and 25% completed
25% of tuition after subtracting the
registration fee
Between 26% and 50% completed
50% of tuition after subtracting the
registration fee
Over 50% completed
Obligation for full tuition
Shipping and handling charges are not refundable.

• To qualify for a refund, a student must be in active standing according to

Keystone’s Activity Policy.

• Due to U.S. Treasury requirements, Keystone cannot offer refunds to students

with non-U.S. addresses.

Keystone Money-Back Guarantee Program Details
We are so confident that you will benefit from your Keystone experience that we back it up with our 30-Day Money-Back Guarantee. Now, new

students can try our program risk free.
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The Keystone School

920 Central Road

Bloomsburg, PA 17815

800.255.4937

570.784.5220

570.784.2129 (fax)

keystoneschoolonline.com

info@keystoneschoolonline.com

