Academic Division
Math Department
In the sixth and seventh grades, students take math every day. Students receive the typical grade-level mathematics course plus a pre-algebra emphasis. There is a significant focus on ratio and proportional reasoning in preparation for Algebra I in eighth grade. This is supplemented with a strong emphasis on learning through inquiry and participating in high level thinking tasks.  Students will gain a high degree of procedural skill and fluency, a foundation for conceptualizing mathematic scenarios, and the ability to problem solve with mathematics inside and outside the classroom.

 

Honors Algebra I
A foundation course offered to students in eighth grade to prepare them for all subsequent mathematics courses. The fundamental purpose of this course is to formalize and extend the mathematics that students learned in the middle grades. Topics of the course include the properties of real numbers, reasoning with equations and inequalities, operations on polynomial and rational expressions, factoring, building functions that represent linear, quadratic and exponential data, and problem solving. CCA students take high school Algebra I in eighth grade, unless they enter the school in ninth grade without this math credit. This class meets every day, and students receive two high school credits for this class (one Algebra I credit and one math elective credit). Depending upon need, there may also be a single block class with a single credit offered for some students. A TI-84 calculator is recommended for use in this class and all math classes that follow.

 

Honors Geometry
Geometry is the study of the properties and applications of common geometric figures in two and three dimensions. Students explore more complex geometric situations and deepen their explanations of geometric relationships, moving towards formal mathematical arguments. Important differences exist between this Geometry course and the historical approach taken in Geometry classes. Transformations are emphasized early in the course and are used to build understanding of triangle congruence. Justifying reasoning is emphasized throughout the course as well as in more formal proofs. Other major topics of the course include circumference, area, and volume, theorems about circles, and trigonometry.  Students who complete Geometry should take Algebra II next. A TI-84 calculator is recommended for use in this class and all math classes that follow.

 

Honors Algebra II
This course is designed to build on algebraic and geometric concepts.  It develops advanced algebra skills such as systems of equations, quadratics, advanced polynomials, imaginary and complex numbers, radical and rational functions, exponential and logarithm functions, and includes the study of trigonometric functions.  It also introduces matrices and their properties.  The content of this course is important for students’ success on both the ACT and college mathematics entrance exams. Students that complete Algebra II will move on to Advanced Algebra & Trigonometry or Pre-Calculus. Algebra II meets every day, and students receive two high school credits for this class (one Algebra II credit and one math elective credit). Depending upon need, there may also be a single block class with a single credit offered for some students. A TI-84 calculator is recommended for use in this class and all math classes that follow.

 

Pre-calculus
After Algebra II, students may elect to continue in Pre-calculus (for which everyone has been prepared) or take Advanced Algebra & Trigonometry.  Pre-calculus is designed to cover topics in Algebra ranging from polynomial, rational, and exponential functions to conic sections.  Trigonometric concepts such as Law of Sines and Cosines will be introduced.  Students will then begin analytic geometry and calculus concepts such as limits, derivatives, and integrals.  This class is important for any student planning to take a college algebra or college pre-calculus class. A TI-84 calculator is recommended for use in this class and all math classes that follow.

 

Advanced Algebra & Trigonometry
Course topics will include linear functions and equations, quadratic and polynomial equations with real and complex solutions, exponential and logarithmic equations and functions, transformations, rational expressions, systems of equations, matrices, sequences and series, and trigonometry through advanced trigonometric identities. The student will need access to a graphing calculator on a regular basis. A TI-84 series-graphing calculator is strongly recommended. The Advanced Algebra & Trigonometry course covers topics in greater depth and breadth than Algebra II. A TI-84 calculator is recommended for use in this class and all math classes that follow.

 

Calculus
Calculus introduces the study of limits, derivatives, and integration as well as their applications, but at a slower pace than AP Calculus. The curriculum provides a strong preparation rather than a replacement for college calculus courses. Success in calculus is closely tied to the foundation in algebraic reasoning that students have built in previous math courses. Students should have demonstrated mastery of material from courses that are the equivalent of four full years of high school mathematics before attempting calculus. A TI-84 calculator is recommended for use in this class and all math classes that follow.

 

Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus
This course provides traditional AP Calculus usually to a small group of highly motivated and talented students.  Many will take (and pass) the Advanced Placement test.  The curriculum includes limits, derivatives, and integration and their applications and is comparable to calculus courses in colleges and universities. It is expected that students who take an AP course in calculus will seek college credit, college placement, or both from institutions of higher learning. Success in AP Calculus is closely tied to the preparation students have had in courses leading up to their AP courses. Students should have demonstrated mastery of material from courses that are the equivalent of four full years of high school mathematics before attempting calculus. A TI-84 calculator is recommended for use in this class and all math classes that follow.

 

Dual Enrollment Pre-Calculus
This is a course offered at CCA in conjunction with Chattanooga State Community College. There is a cost associated with this course (please see centerforcreativearts.net for details). Upon successful completion, students will earn high school and college credit. There are two separate courses (each is one semester), but both must be completed successfully in order to earn high school graduation credit. A TI-84 calculator is recommended for use in this class and all math classes that follow. The following descriptions are from the Chattanooga State course catalog:

 

Math 1710 – Pre-Calculus I (3 hours)

A course designed for students majoring in science related degrees and as a prerequisite for MATH 1720 leading to MATH 1910. A study of equations and inequalities, functions and graphs, linear and quadratic functions, polynomial and rational functions, exponential and logarithmic functions and systems of equations. Prereq(s): Acceptable test scores; or Learning Support Mathematics.

Math 1720 – Pre-Calculus II (4 hours)

Trigonometric functions, identities, equations and graphs, inverse trigonometric functions, triangle applications, vectors, polar coordinates, complex numbers, conic sections, sequences and series, and the Binomial Theorem. Prereq(s): MATH 1710

 

Social Studies Department
Sixth Grade:
World History and Geography –
Early Civilizations through the Decline of the Roman Empire (5th century C.E.)   
Sixth grade students will study the beginning of early civilizations through the fall of the Roman Empire. Students will analyze the shift from nomadic societies to agricultural societies and the development of civilizations, including the areas of Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, China, Ancient Israel, Greece, and Rome. The sixth grade will conclude with the decline and fall of the Roman Empire. Appropriate informational texts and primary sources will be used in order to deepen the understanding of how these civilizations influenced the modern world.

 

Seventh Grade:
World History and Geography – The Middle Ages to the Exploration of the Americas

Seventh grade students will explore the changes that occurred after the fall of the Roman Empire and in Medieval Europe. Students will also study the period from the fifteenth to the eighteenth century, including the Islamic world, Africa, China, and Japan, but with a heavier emphasis on western civilization in Europe during the Renaissance and Reformation. Seventh grade students will end the year by examining the Meso-American and Andean civilizations, and the age of European explorations. Appropriate informational texts and primary sources will be used in order to deepen the understanding of how these civilizations influenced the modern world.

 

Eighth Grade:
United States History and Geography –
Colonization of North America to Reconstruction and the American West
Eighth grade students will study European exploration of North America, along with early settlements and colonies. This course will emphasize the political, cultural, and economic influences that led the British colonies to the American Revolution. Major events of the American Revolution, along with individuals who were instrumental in the development of our new nation and its government will be studied. The impact of westward expansion and Manifest Destiny will be analyzed, including implications on domestic and foreign policy. Events leading up to the Civil War will be examined, along with individuals and events that were significant during the war. The history, people, government, and geography of Tennessee will be emphasized to show our State’s role in American history. Reconstruction and the development of the American West will conclude this course.  Informational text and primary sources will used to support the course content where appropriate.

 

Ninth or Tenth Grade:
Honors World History and Geography –
The Industrial Revolution to the Contemporary World 
Ninth or tenth grade students will study the history of the World from the Age of Revolution through the present day.  Special emphasis will be given to the following time periods and or events:

Age of Revolution 1750-1850; The Industrial Revolution 1750-1914; Unification and Imperialism 1850-1914; World Wars 1914-1945; Cold War 1945-1989; Contemporary World Since 1989. Informational text and primary sources will used to support the course content where appropriate.

 

Eleventh Grade:
Advanced Placement United states History and Geography –
Post Reconstruction to the Present
Eleventh grade students will examine the causes and consequences of the Industrial Revolution, the Spanish-American War and World War I. Students will study the accomplishments of the Progressive Movement and the New Deal.  Students will explore the factors that led to WWII, as well as the consequences for American life. Students will study the causes and the course of the Cold War.  The Civil Rights Movement will be analyzed for its social, cultural, economic and political impact.  Students will continue to focus on fundamental concepts of civics, economics, and geography within the context of United States history.  Throughout the course, students will read their text accompanied by primary sources which prepares them to answer essential questions important to United States history.  The reading of these primary source documents is a key feature of United States history standards.

 

Twelfth Grade:
Economics 
Twelfth grade students will examine the allocation of limited resources and the economic reasoning used by government agencies, consumers, producers, savers, investors, workers, and voters.  Key elements of the course include the study of scarcity, supply and demand, market structures, the role of government, national income determination, money and the role of financial institutions, economic stabilization, and trade.  Students will examine the key economic philosophies of economists who have influenced economies around the world. Informational and argumentative text, including primary sources where appropriate, will be instrumental in the study of economics.    (0.5 credit)

 

Twelfth Grade:
United States Government and Civics 
Twelfth grade students will study the purposes, principles, and practices of American government as established by the Constitution. Emphasis will be given to the policies, laws and rulings stemming from the three branches of government and the impact of politics and factions.  Students are expected to understand their rights and responsibilities as citizens and how to exercise these rights and responsibilities in local, state, and national government.  Students will learn the structure and processes of national, state and local government.  Informational and argumentative text, including primary sources where appropriate, will be instrumental in the study and discussion of government, its policies and politics.    (0.5 credit)

 

Senior Seminar/Personal Finance (12th grade)
In these two capstone courses, seniors are introduced to the skills necessary to succeed beyond high school.  Transitional topics relative to college and adult life are introduced. The senior seminar teacher and college advisor work closely together in order to ease the college application, scholarship, and financial aid process.  In addition to financial aid topics, students will develop financial literacy through real-world examples and simulations.  Seniors will also demonstrate their academic, artistic, and communication strengths through their research on chosen topics, culminating in the development of products and presentations.  Students are expected to explore and contribute to their community by working with a mentor and completing community service.  Throughout these courses, students will develop portfolios reflective of their research, thoughts, goals, and personal growth.  Content from the two courses is lightly integrated throughout the senior year, although each course represents one semester.    (0.5 credit each)

 

Science Department
Sixth Grade
This course explores interdependence through principles of ecology and the interactions of the living world with the non-living environment. The universe is studied by studying the solar system and the interactions of the sun, planets, and moons.  The atmosphere is examined by a study of air and oceanic currents produced by solar energy. Students analyze the law of conservation of energy as it relates to various forms of potential and kinetic energy. Electricity is explored through the construction of simple electric circuits.  Typically, all 6th graders travel to the Challenger Center for a hands-on space exploration activity.

 

Seventh Grade
Students will study a variety of science concepts which include:  the scientific method and experimental bias/error, the tools used in science, the engineering design process, adaptive and assistive technologies, cells and cellular processes, human body systems, sexual and asexual reproduction, genetics, rocks and minerals, earth science, simple machines, simple physics, Newton’s Laws, and waves.

 

Eighth Grade
Students will study several science concepts which include:  the scientific method and experimental bias/error, the tools used in science, the engineering design process, adaptation, biodiversity, classification, introductory chemistry, and electromagnetism.

 

Ninth Grade:
Honors Physical World Concepts
Students investigate mechanics and motion, energy, thermodynamics, waves and optics, electricity and magnetism, and nuclear science in this class through many hands-on activities. With many inquiry-based activities that integrate math skills, this course also prepares students for the upper-level courses that follow.

 

Tenth Grade:
Honors Chemistry I
Students study the physical and chemical characteristics of matter, kinetic molecular theory, atomic theory, chemical bonding and compounds, chemical reactions, stoichiometry, gas laws, acids and bases. This lab-intensive course integrates math and engineering design cycle and develops analytical thinking and writing skills. Algebra I is a prerequisite for this course.

 

Eleventh Grade:
Honors Biology I
Students learn about the cell and basic life processes, including respiration, photosynthesis, cell division, genetics and DNA technology, as well as how organisms interact, focusing on ecology and evolution. This course culminates with a week of dissections where students study the physical structures of starfish, crayfish, perch, clam, earthworm and frog.

 

Twelfth Grade:
Advanced Placement Environmental Science
This course is ideal for students who plan to pursue public relations, law, political science, humanities, and other liberal arts subjects. The focus in on man’s interactions with the environment, and topics explored include ecology, land use, population growth, energy resources, pollution, and climate change.

 

English Department
Reading/Language Arts 6
The goal of this course is to help students become better readers and writers. This is done through reading books together, individual book reports, studying grammar and punctuation, practicing editing, research, vocabulary practice, and writing in journals. Homework includes individual reading, journal writing, and classroom skill practice. In-class experiences include literature circles, cooperative group learning, daily editing practice, and peer conferencing. The course is guided by the Common Core State Standards.

 

Reading/Language Arts 7
In this course, skills are closely integrated with those described for the 6th and 8th grade levels. Students will explore various genres in reading which will guide them in the various forms of writing. They will begin the year reading and writing autobiographies, biographies, and memoirs. In this process they will develop critical thinking and analysis skills (as described by the Common Core State Standards) and build the foundation of solid mechanics, usage, and grammar skills, so they may experiment with their creativity.
 

Reading/Language Arts 8
This course is designed to enable students to communicate well in oral and written form and to read with understanding, as described in the Common Core State Standards. The concepts taught to accomplish these goals involve being able to read various genres of literature with thorough understanding. Students should also be able to analyze literature using literary elements. In addition, students should be able to write for different purposes and use a variety of reference materials to gather information. Students should be able to listen effectively to gain information and to critique oral information. Finally, students will be expected to use typical conventions of English in speaking and be able to communicate orally in an effective manner.

 

Honors English 9
This course provides grounding in vocabulary, grammar, literature, and composition. Student writing focuses on informative, argumentative, and narrative modes. In-depth reading of short stories, poems, plays, essays, and novels helps hone students’ analytic and critical thinking skills, as defined by the Common Core State Standards. Works studied typically include The Once and Future King, The Odyssey, Of Mice and Men, Romeo and Juliet, excerpts from Seabiscuit, short stories and poems by Poe, and a variety of classical and modern poetry. A research project focuses on the historical time period of the novels studied.

 

Honors English 10
This course further develops the study of literature that deals with society and the three modes of writing described in the Common Core State Standards. An MLA-style research paper is to be completed, as well as creative and responsive essays. An in-depth reading of Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar is required, and students will be expected to make modem connections to the literature. Many current social issues are covered while writing and reading short stories, essays, and poetry. Students will defend their ideas through improved communication skills via speaking, writing, and multi-media presentations. Logic, vocabulary, and grammar strategies are an important part of the course.

 

Advanced Placement English 11
This course combines both reading and writing in an effort to allow students to explore the world of rhetorical relationships and communities and to discover their role as writers and communicators. Students will begin the course by deepening an understanding of themselves as readers and writers. They will then initiate a study of rhetoric with early rhetors such as Plato and Aristotle, moving to modem rhetoric and analyzing the connections found in the myriad of genres and authors covered in class. Writing will be viewed at a well-developed process rather than a quick product-oriented assignment. Students will work in peer groups and individually to establish and develop skills necessary for effective written and oral communication. Students are prepared to take the AP exam by the end of the year. The course also follows the guidelines established by the Common Core State Standards.

 

Honors English 12
This course focuses on British literature from the earliest oral tradition to the present. Students will be expected to write extensively in all modes of composition. An MLA-style research paper will be completed in conjunction with Senior Seminar during the first semester. Students will be expected to complete a great deal of real-life writing, such as college application essays and resumes. Students will work together and individually while preparing multi-media presentations that connect the historical context with each piece of literature. Logic, vocabulary, and grammar strategies are an important part of the course.

 

Dual Enrollment English 12
This is a course offered at CCA in conjunction with Chattanooga State Community College. There is a cost associated with this course (please see centerforcreativearts.net for details).Upon successful completion, students will earn high school and college credit. There are two separate courses (each is one semester), but both must be completed successfully in order to earn high school graduation credit. The following description is from the Chattanooga State course catalog:

English 1010 – Composition I (3 hours) Research projects required. Focus on exposition and argument; process and development using various rhetorical patterns. Prereq(s): Placement per TBR specifications or DSPW-0800                 English 1020 – Composition II (3 hours) Research projects required. Focus on reading and responding to short fiction, poetry, drama and/or non-fiction prose.  Prereq(s): ENGL 1010

 

Foreign Language Department: French & Spanish
Foreign Language Level I
First year language courses are designed for the beginner, typically in the 8th or 9th grade.  In these courses, students concentrate on learning the basics in grammar and composition, listening comprehension, and oral production.  Units are designed around common situations in which a visitor to another country might find him or herself, such as introductions and expressions of politeness, ordering food, shopping, asking and giving directions, taking public transportation, discussing school and pastimes with others.  In addition, students explore the similarities and differences between their own culture and the cultures of other lands.  Although there is currently no state or national End of Course exam, students in first year language classes do take a district-level exam to determine mastery.  Courses comply with the Tennessee state curriculum guidelines for first year foreign language.

 

Foreign Language Level II
In the second year of language, students continue to expand and refine their knowledge and use of the target language.  Frequently the students will read novels in the language, pursue individual research projects, or explore as a class some aspect of the target culture, such as cinema, drama, or art.  Deepening understanding of the language structures enables students to converse more freely and on topics, which are interesting to them.  Second year courses follow the curriculum guidelines for the state of Tennessee.

 

The Arts Division
Communications
Middle School Writers’ Studio 
This course is a broad study that exposes students to the genres and techniques in the communications/writing field. Students will read and write in various genres and begin to learn the practice of presentation of written work. This course is for first and second year middle school writers and non-majors interested in learning more about communications/ creative writing.

Grades 6-8, majors; non-majors by permission

 

Advertising I and II
Students study the various elements of advertising and learn to work both independently and within groups (agency–style) to develop advertisements for school and community events. Students work collaboratively with other classes and groups to learn and practice the sales side of advertising. Professionals are brought in from the community to expose students to the applications of advertising in the real world.

Grades 9-12, majors; non-majors by permission

 

Literature Workshop 
Introductory creative writing course studied through the framework of selected writers, genres, and cultural events.  Writers will develop the foundation for their own writing aesthetic through personal and collaborative workshops.  Special topics will include British, World, American, and modern Southern authors, and performance/presentation.

Grades 9-10, majors only

 

Publications 
This course allows students to create original works for outside publications, writing competitions, CCA’s literary arts magazine, and other special projects such as Yearbook. Each student will develop expertise in editing and all modes of writing.

Grades 9-12, majors only; non-majors by permission. Pre-Requisites: None

 

Dance 
Middle School Intro to Dance
This class is for students (male and female) with little or no dance experience. Students focus on basic dance skills, including improvisation and creative movement, introductory ballet technique with some social dance, jazz, and modern plus strength, coordination and conditioning work. A great class for non-majors to develop coordination, flexibility, and self-discipline.

Grades 6-8, majors and non-majors. Pre-Requisites: None

 

Middle School Intermediate Ballet
This class is for students who have successfully mastered beginning ballet principles and physical skills. Students will focus on continued development of correct ballet technique in barre and center floor work including petit allegro, adagio, turns, and grand allegro. Strength, flexibility and improvisational skills will also be emphasized.

Grades 6-8, majors and non-majors. Pre-requisites: Successful skill mastery of beginning level ballet technique. Permission of instructor to register.

High School Intro to Dance
This class is an open level class designed to increase physical flexibility and strength with an introduction to basic dance skills—modern, ballet, jazz, social dance. The class will focus on flexibility, strength, conditioning, rhythm, improvisation and other dance skills. Students will increase their flexibility, strength; create fun and interesting basic dance compositions. Great class for any non-major students (male and female) to increase physical awareness, strength, stamina, and movement ability.

Grades 10-12, majors and non-majors. Pre-requisites: None (one semester/0.5 credit, typically paired with ACT Prep)

 

Ballet I
This introductory course explores the basic concepts of ballet including barre and center floor work with conditioning, flexibility, coordination and strength work. The vocabulary of ballet, placement and alignment are emphasized. Introductory improvisation and dance elements are included. Great class for any non-major students (male and female) to increase physical awareness and movement ability.

Grades 8-12, majors and non-majors. Pre-requisites:  None

 

Ballet II
This class is for dancers who have successfully mastered the skills taught in Ballet I. It is a continued development of ballet technique with increasing difficulty in barre and center floor work to include adagio, petit allegro, turns, grand allegro. Pointe work is introduced.

Grades 8-12, majors and non-majors. Pre-requisites: Permission of instructor and mastery of Ballet I level skills.

 

Ballet III
Students must have mastered all skills taught in Ballet II. Students will concentrate on increasingly complex barre and center floor technique to include adagio, turns, petit allegro and grand allegro with emphasis on artistic presentation and stamina. Pointe work is increasingly complex and geared toward strengthening core, legs and feet.

Grades 8-12, majors and non-majors. Pre-requisites: Permission of instructor and mastery of Ballet II level skills.

 

Modern Dance I
This class introduces the fundamental principles of modern dance including placement, alignment, and the elements of dance with emphasis on strength, coordination, endurance, flexibility, focus and musicality. Great class for any non-major students (male and female) to increase physical awareness and movement ability.

Grades 8-12, majors and non-majors. Pre-requisites:  None

 

Modern Dance II and III
Modern Dance II is for dancers who have successfully mastered the skills taught in Modern I.  The class will explore movement challenges in alignment, flow, weight and momentum, space, breath, rhythm and musicality.

Modern Dance III is for dancers who have successfully mastered the skills taught in Modern II.  The course will further develop all facets of modern dance technique with emphasis on energy, conditioning, improvisation, contact improvisation, and choreography skills. Further, the student will enhance their artistic presentation skills.

Grades 9-12, majors and non-majors. Pre-requisites:  Permission of instructor required.

 

Middle School Jazz/Tap Dance
This an open level class taught on an introductory level.  The first semester will emphasize the principles of jazz including isolations, conditioning, strength, flexibility and the introduction of various dance influences on jazz–African, swing, Broadway. The second semester will emphasize the principles of tap dance including the 12 basic steps of tap, rhythm, and the cultural and historical significance of tap. This is a great class for theater and musical theater students (male and female) to increase physical awareness, rhythm and movement ability.

For grades 7-8, majors and non-majors. Pre-requisites: Permission of instructor

 

High School Jazz/Tap Dance
This an open level class taught on an introductory level.  The first semester will emphasize the principles of jazz including isolations, conditioning, strength, flexibility and the introduction of various dance influences on jazz–African, swing, Broadway. The second semester will emphasize the principles of tap dance including the 12 basic steps of tap, rhythm, and the cultural and historical significance of tap. This is a great class for theater and musical theater students (male and female) to increase physical awareness, rhythm, and movement ability.

Grades 8-12, majors and non-majors. Pre-requisites:  Permission of instructor required.

 

Project Motion Dance Ensemble
This class is by audition only. Ensemble dancer’s work with resident and guest choreographers to perfect performance and rehearsal skills culminating in 2-3 fully staged concerts and numerous community appearances. Dancers refine both technical and artistic skills in modern, ballet, and jazz idioms.

Grades 9-12, majors only. Pre-requisites:  By audition only.

 

 

Theatre 
Acting, Musical Theatre, Technical Theatre
Beginning Acting
Students identify and practice basic acting skills, including body awareness, improvisation, and characterization.

Grades 6-8, majors and non-majors

 

Intermediate Acting
Students explore the use of their bodies, voices, and minds in the practice of theatre.  Exploration occurs through warm-ups, theatre games, and practical applications such as showcase programs and full performances.

Grades 7-8, majors and non-majors. Pre-requisite: Beginning Theatre

 

Acting I
Students learn Uta Hagen’s six steps of acting – a specific technique – using monologues and period and contemporary scene work, as well as a Shakespearean text.  This class culminates in a showcase performance.

Grades 9-12, majors and non-majors

 

Acting II
Course builds on script analysis begun in Acting I. Students will prepare a monologue each month, working towards establishing a portfolio of work.  In addition to the 6 Steps by Uta Hagen, students learn the “12 Guideposts to Analysis”, and the “25 Questions to respond to in order to prepare a scene”.  Students are responsible for writing a personal autobiography, and preparing and producing a Master Presentation that details their personal Philosophy entitled, “The Mask I Wear”.

Grades 10-12, majors and non-majors.  Pre-requisite: Acting I or Permission of Instructor

 

Movement for the Actor
Through exercises in strength training, flexibility, balance, coordination, and self-awareness, student learn communication and physical expression.  Specific techniques are emphasized.

For grades 9-12 majors; non-majors by permission

Theatre Sports
Students develop listening skills and abilities in spontaneity and living “in the moment.”  Improvisation, creation of narrative, and support for ensemble are the mainstays of class activity.

Grades 9-12 majors; non-majors by permission

 

Rehearsal & Performance
Students engage in full rehearsal process and public performances for a showcase each semester.

Grades 10-12 majors only. Pre-requisites: Acting I & Theatre Sports

 

Directing 
Course begins with the history of directing and the emergence of the Modern Director.  Students will learn specialized techniques of directing including the following: selection of material, script analysis, concept development, scene breakdown, elements of the production design team, design for the stage, creation of ground plans, director-designer communication, rehearsal climate, use of improvisation, methods of achieving emphasis, and blocking.  Students will create a production prompt book for a full-length play, as if they were the director.  Students will direct short scenes for classroom view. During the second semester, students will be responsible for directing an entire one-act play for view in a laboratory setting with an audience.

Grades 11-12, majors; non-majors by permission

Playwriting 
Course begins with writing monologues. First monologues are written in the writer’s personal voice (same age, gender, background).  Later monologues must experiment with a different voice (opposite gender, diverse age, differing background).   Thereafter, students are expected to write dialogue scenes each week, following a prescribed format, in response to selected criteria.  Among the required written scenes are these:  a scene dramatizing material from another media; a scene based on an already existing written “Universe”;   a scene based on a moral dilemma; a scene based on a photograph; a scene based on the True Colors Characterization; a scene utilizing overlapping dialogue; and others.  The second semester will require the student to write at least one short one-act play and prepare and submit same to a nationally recognized play competition.

Grades 9-12, majors and non-majors. Class may be repeated for credit.

 

Production Lab
Students learn techniques and skills in theatrical lighting, sound, and stage management in practice as well as design.  Students are involved in the production of school performances.

Grades 9-12 majors; non-majors by permission

 

Intro to Musical Theatre (Middle School)
Intro to Musical theatre offers an introduction to the musical and dramatic elements of theatre arts. Students are exposed to selections from the genre, and will participate in individual and group activities including singing, dancing, and reading pieces. No previous experience required, but the desire to participate is mandatory.

Grades 6-8, majors and non-majors. Pre-requisites: none

 

Musical Theatre I
Musical Theatre 1 offers an introduction to the musical and dramatic elements of theatre arts for musical theatre majors. Students are exposed to classical and contemporary selections from the genre and will develop an understanding for the foundations of musical theatre performance including character analysis and development, reading, analysis and interpretation of musical theatre literature, and solo and group performances.

Grades 6–8, majors only. Pre-requisites: none

 

Broadway Dance Styles (Middle School)
Students learn dance and choreographic principles specifically related to musical theatre.

Grades 6-8, majors; non-majors by permission

 

Broadway Dance Styles (High School)
Students learn dance and choreographic principles specifically related to musical theatre.

Grades 9-12, majors; non-majors by permission

 

Intro to Musical Theatre (High School)
Intro to Musical theatre offers an introduction to the musical and dramatic elements of theatre arts. Students are exposed to selections from the genre, and will participate in individual and group activities including singing, dancing, and reading pieces. Students spend time researching and analyzing selections and have in class individual solo performances throughout the year. No previous experience required, but the desire to participate is mandatory.

Grades 9-12, for non-majors only. Pre-requisites: none

 

Musical Theatre II
Musical Theatre II offers a continued study in the musical and dramatic elements of theatre arts for musical theatre majors. Focus is on solo performances, taking existing works from musical theatre literature and crafting individualized circumstances to fit the existing lyrics. Students also continue to analyze and critique professional performances, and are exposed to more selections from the art through group readings and discussions.

Grades 9-10, majors only. Pre-requisites: Musical Theatre I

 

Musical Theatre III
Musical Theatre III offers a continued study in the musical and dramatic elements of theatre arts for musical theatre majors. Focus is on group scenes and songs, and performances using the given circumstances of the piece. Research is required to further expand students’ knowledge of the repertoire.

Grades 11-12, majors only. Pre-requisites: Musical Theatre II

 

Choo Choo Kids
The Choo Choo Kids are the advanced auditioned performance ensemble of the Musical Theatre department. Students will spend class time singing, dancing, and rehearsing pieces for their annual show, as well as rehearsing and learning an existing musical to be performed in the spring. Auditions for the Choo Choo Kids are held at the end of every school year for incoming high school musical theatre majors.

Grades 9-12, majors only. Pre-requisites: by audition

 

Instrumental Music
Strings, Winds, Brass, Percussion, Guitar, Piano
 

Piano
Students with or without prior experience play piano and receive instruction in music theory. Students must be committed to practice outside of class and achieve a level of self-discipline. Piano is a multi-leveled course, therefore each lesson is very individualized. A variety of repertoire from Baroque to Contemporary will be studied.

Grades 6-12, any major

 

Intermediate Winds and Percussion
Emphasis is on increasing music-reading ability, mastering more advanced techniques, and developing the musical maturity needed to succeed as a member of an advanced performing group.

Grades 6-9 majors; non-majors by permission

 

Beginning String Orchestra
This course is designed to prepare students for a high school orchestra setting. Students will learn how to hold their instrument, read music, have good intonation, and sight read.  Students will perform Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and Contemporary music.  Students are expected to practice 100 minutes per week.

Grades: 6-9 (exceptions with approval), strings majors or permission required.

 

Intermediate String Orchestra
This course is designed to prepare students for a high school orchestra setting. Students should know how to read music, have good intonation, and sight read before entering this class.  Students will learn how to shift and use vibrato during the course. Students will perform Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and Contemporary music.  Students are expected to practice 150 minutes per week.

Grades: 6-9 (exceptions with approval), strings majors. Prerequisites: Beginning strings

 

Advanced String Orchestra
This course is designed to prepare students for a college and professional orchestra setting. Students should know how to read music, shift, use vibrato, have good intonation, and sight read before entering this class.  Students will perform Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and Contemporary music.  Students will also learn to rehearse in a chamber music setting; coaches from surrounding universities and symphonies will assist.  Students are expected to practice 150 minutes per week.

Grades: 9-12 (exceptions with teacher approval), strings majors. Prerequisites: Intermediate strings

 

Wind Ensemble
Course is designed for students who have mastered the fundamentals and are capable of performing more difficult music pieces. This course emphasizes advanced music-reading skills, production of a mature sound, developing musical independence necessary to contribute to the success of ensemble, and public performance skills.

Grades 8-12, majors; non-majors by permission

 

Chamber Orchestra
Students prepare and perform standard orchestral repertoire from the Baroque to contemporary periods.  The ensemble is open to string, woodwind, brass, and percussion students who exhibit the highest level of technical proficiency.

Grades 9-12, majors; non-majors by permission

 

Classical Guitar
This is a class for intermediate and advanced guitarists.  It is an intensive study of repertoire in an ensemble setting, with recitals each semester.  The emphasis is on performance, technical development, music reading, and musical expression.  A classical guitar is required.

Grades 9-12, majors; non-majors by permission

 

Music Appreciation
Students investigate various styles of music throughout history including jazz, pop, Classical, folk, and ethnic idioms.  The principal focus is on elements common to all music and on how we as listeners experience diverse styles.

Grades 9-12, majors and non-majors

 

Music Theory
This course is designed to prepare students for college music theory, as well as providing a more comprehensive understanding of how music is constructed.   Students will develop skills in reading, writing, and hearing music correctly.  Sight singing and ear training are both important parts of this curriculum.  The textbook for this course is Alfred’s Essentials of Music Theory.

Grade Level: 9-12; Instrumental, Musical Theater, and Choral Majors.

 

Advanced Placement Music Theory (offered every other year)
This course will cover primarily the musical principles of Common practice period.  The Common practice period spans the Baroque, Classical, and Romantic musical periods.  Students will learn the rules of four-part harmonization as well as sight singing and ear training.  A prerequisite for this class is basic music theory (pass with an A/B average), the ability to read music in at least one clef, and have experience playing an instrument or singing at the high school level.  This class will cover material that is part of the first-year theory course of college music majors. Students who successfully complete the requirements of this class will develop more advanced skills in reading and writing music as well as in hearing music correctly.

Grade Level: 10-12, majors; non-majors by permission. Prerequisites: Music Theory

 

Aesthetics and Criticism
Students are introduced to a continuum of thought on the arts in Western society.   Students investigate the broader philosophical, theological, historical, and psychological milieu in which the arts grew and flourished.  Various artists and works from all art disciplines are examined in depth.

Grades 10-12 majors and non-majors

 

Vocal Music
Glee Club
This is a choral group for students who want to sample choral music. Repertoire will include folk, jazz, pop, spirituals, and contemporary pieces for four- part chorus.

Grades 6-8, majors and non-majors

 

Chorus
This is a choir with emphasis on singing folk music and standard choral repertoire. It is assumed that students will have had experience singing in a choral ensemble, equivalent to one or two years of participation in Glee Club.

Grades 7-8, majors; non-majors by permission

 

Choral Union
This is an un-auditioned choir open to students who enjoy singing. Students will explore a variety of musical styles for four-part choir, including traditional and contemporary repertoire.

Grades 9-12, majors and non-majors

 

Choir
This is an auditioned choir with emphasis on singing large choral masterworks. Students will also learn shorter works, including spirituals, contemporary sacred pieces, and both traditional and contemporary secular pieces.

Grades 10-12, majors; non-majors by permission

 

Women’s Ensemble
In this choral ensemble, emphasis is on singing choral works for mature treble voices. Students will learn both classical and contemporary pieces that require higher levels of vocal facility and technique.

Grades 10-12, majors; non-majors by permission

 

Vocal Repertoire
Students prepare solo repertoire for audition. Content includes opera, jazz, and art songs. Students will perform solos and ensembles at semi-annual recitals and in special programs such as Jazz Café.

Grades 10-12, majors; non-majors by permission

 

Visual Art
Art Fundamentals
This class is an introduction to the fundamentals and foundations of art making.  Students will be exposed to a variety of concepts and principles as they relate to different art forms and media, ranging from drawing and painting to ceramics and printmaking. This class is a foundation of general art knowledge.

Grades 6-8, majors or non-majors

 

Intermediate Art (Middle School)
This class will focus on the foundations of two dimensional and three-dimensional art-making.  There will be emphasis placed on mastery of technique, craftsmanship, and presentation.  Additionally, students will be exposed to art concepts, theory, and history. This class will prepare students for high school studio classes.

Grades 7-8 majors only. Pre-requisite: Art Fundamentals or by permission

 

Studio I
Students will learn the elements of two-dimensional design, including layout, compositional arrangement, and color theory. Students will become proficient in studio skills such as mounting and gallery preparation. In addition, students will begin their study of three-dimensional problem solving, including relief and ceramic work.

Grades 9-10, majors; non-majors by permission

 

Photography and Film
This class is an introduction to the discipline of photography and motion picture for freshmen and sophomore students.  It includes the fundamentals of SLR cameras, shutters, exposure meters, enlargers, lenses, filters, and lighting.  Artists will gain experience developing in a darkroom, close-up photography, special techniques and effects, including digital manipulation.

Grades 9-10, majors; non-majors by permission

 

Advanced Photography and Film
This class provides exposure to advanced methods and materials, including digital imagery and motion picture.  The emphasis is on individual artistic development and vision within the media.

Grades 10-12, majors; non-majors by permission. Pre-requisite: Photo & Film

 

Drawing/Painting
An exploration in the disciplines of Academic Drawing and Painting for Freshmen and Sophomore students.  This class will focus on the foundations of two dimensional art-making.  There will be emphasis placed on mastery of technique, craftsmanship, and presentation.  Special topics will include linear perspective, observational skills, and Chiaroscuro techniques as well as compositional issues.  Additionally, students will be exposed to art concepts, theory, and history.

Grades 9-10, majors and non-majors

 

Drawing II
Continuation of Drawing & Painting in which artists explore more advanced problems reflecting creativity and compositional principals.  Exploration of individual thematic concerns and development within drawing media.  Exposure to advanced methods and nontraditional materials.  Special topics will include the refinement of individual artistic vision.

Grades 10-12, majors; non-majors by permission. Prerequisite: Drawing & Painting.
 

Graphic Design
Graphic Design is an upper-level studio course using images and type to communicate visually.  This course will build on typographic imaging and compositional skills students have learned previously.  Students will expand upon the potential of image-type relationships in a project based course aimed to strengthen students’ conceptual abilities.  Students will increase their awareness of typography and composition in the business world while gaining a more advanced understanding of two-dimensional layout and design.  Students will use type and image to communicate visually and will become proficient in the use of design software, printmaking techniques, digital photography, and other techniques from history to present.

10-12, majors; non-majors by permission. Prerequisites: Drawing & Painting, Studio I

 

 3-D Problem Solving / Advanced Placement Studio Art 3D Design     
Students will learn basic sculpture design and fabrication skills. They will be asked to solve three- dimensional problems where form and function meet, using a variety of materials such as ceramics, wood, metal, and cement.

AP Studio Art enables highly motivated students to complete college level work while still in high school. AP studio art credit is based on a portfolio of work submitted for evaluation to the College Board. The program involves more time and commitment than regular high school courses, and is therefore intended for the student who is seriously committed to art. Completion of homework assignments and prolific outside work are an integral part of this course.

Students will develop a portfolio demonstrating creative problem solving using their knowledge of elements of art and principles of 3-D design. The portfolio will consist of three parts: breadth, quality, and concentration. Students are expected to be involved in a sustained investigation of all three aspects of their portfolio development throughout the course.

Grades 10-12, majors only

 

Advanced Placement Studio Art – 2D Design
AP Studio Art enables highly motivated students to complete college level work while still in high school.  AP Studio Art credit is based on a portfolio of work submitted for evaluation to the College Board.  The program involves more time and commitment than regular high school courses, and is therefore intended for the student who is seriously committed to art.  Completion of homework assignments and prolific outside work are an integral part of this course.

Students will develop a portfolio demonstrating creative problem solving using their knowledge of elements of art and principles of 2-D design.  The portfolio will consist of three parts: breadth, quality, and concentration.  Students are expected to be involved in a sustained investigation of all three aspects of their portfolio development throughout the course.

Grades 10-12, majors only

 

Additional Courses
Art of Technology
This course is designed as an introduction to computer skills. Basic keyboarding will be covered in addition to fundamental software programs and applications. Students will also have the opportunity to incorporate the use technology in their art major through a culminating activity.

Grades 6-8, any major; priority may be given to students without prior technology instruction or to those without access to a computer at home

 

ACT Prep
This class is a required class for students at CCA.  The ACT course teaches strategies for preparing to take the ACT exam for college admission. To lessen test anxiety, students are instructed in general test-taking strategies. In order to improve the overall ACT and subset scores, students are instructed in strategies specific to each of the ACT content areas: English, Math, Reading, and Science.  ACT test-taking simulations are provided, along with score reports and feedback. Opportunities for practice, peer and teacher coaching will be provided during class. All juniors will be automatically registered for an official ACT test to be given at CCA on a predetermined school day.  This test is free and is given in March or April.

Grades 9-12 (one semester/0.5 credit, typically paired with PE)

 

Wellness
Wellness is a test of knowledge and skills. It is a combination of mental and physical challenges. These challenges will benefit students by improving their abilities to meet their own needs every day. The students will learn how to manage their physical, emotional, mental, social, and spiritual well-being throughout the school year. Students will also learn the importance of exhibiting responsible personal and social behavior with respect to self and others in physical activity settings as well as in the classroom setting.

Grades 9-12

 

Physical Education
Physical activity has substantial health benefits for students. It has also been shown to promote good academic outcomes. The students will participate regularly in a variety of health-enhancing physical activities. The students will be taught an understanding of movement concepts, principles, strategies, and tactics as they apply to the learning and performance of physical activities. Ultimately, students will learn to value physical activity for health, enjoyment, personal challenge, self-expression and social interaction.

Grades 9-12 (one semester/0.5 credit, typically paired with ACT Prep)
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